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Pasr’s Meage
Hola Brothers and Sisters in Christ!
or event. Youth are invited to be helpers in the
And the Survey says: Let’s talk 1) Upcoming
little kid’s class during this time, or to assist in
Worship & Education; 2) Digital Sign; and 3)
worship with A/V, or sing/play with the Praise
Empty Nesters. How do these all go together?
Team, or to personally worship with your
Read the whole article and you might
family/friends. ADULT Education will meet from
understand by the end, I said “might.” 😊
9:45 a.m. (the end of the Praise Worship) until
And the Survey says: After 2+ years of
10:30 a.m. If you want to help teach, contact
“Covid-19 Worship,” we’re excited to reveal that
Carol Farr at 303-985-3278.
starting in October
And the Survey says: After
(“Reformation Month”) we’ll be
5+ years talking about a
NEW Worship Times
changing Worship Times and
Digital Sign, it’s time to make it
Beginning October 2nd:
Styles in response to the survey
a reality! A Digital Sign is a
9:00 am ~ Praise Worship
results. May I have a drum roll
true Evangelism and Outreach
please … beginning October
tool used to invite our
10:30 am ~ Liturgical
2nd: 9:00 a.m. ~ Praise
neighbors to come and meet
Worship (Indoors)
Worship (as that’s when all our
Jesus and be a part of this faith
Praise Team can be present);
community. The “Digital Sign
and 10:30 a.m. ~ Liturgical Worship (Indoors).
Task Force” met a week ago and are “reOutdoor Worship resumes again next summer,
researching” Sign Companies; have talked to
time and date to be determined. Thanks again to
Bear Valley Church of Christ across the street,
everyone who participated in the survey as it
and just to the west, of us regarding their new
gave marvelous direction to the “Visioning Task
digital sign; and are determining how best to
Force” in determining the direction to take
present our plea for a variance in our sign design
beginning in October. (At the end of my article
with the City of Lakewood. We need to show the
I’ll include some results of the Surveys that
City of Lakewood that we are serious about our
guided the prayerful discussions and decisions).
desire to have a Digital Sign, not only to
Additionally, the “Visioning Task Force”
highlight our church events, but also community
decided to honor the wishes of many of the
events. We also must show them we have money
parents of KIDS preschool through lower
behind this project. One member donated over
elementary age, and have a 20 minute Sunday
$10K so far, and I now challenge at least 20
School during the 9:00 a.m. Worship, during the
others to “MATCH PASTOR’S $1K GIFT.” That
Sermon and Prayers, It is such a great
would double the $10K donation by one
opportunity and joy to teach Sunday School to
member, and put us well on our way to making
young children, we invite you to sign up to share
the Digital Sign a reality and to making the City
the faith with our Pre-School – Lower
of Lakewood take us seriously when we apply
Elementary Children. Remember, you could still
for a Variance. Please join me in giving to this
attend the 10:30 Worship that day, or watch
Evangelism/Outreach Project as we strive to
online when you get home. Curriculum will be a
invite others to our Faith Community and to
Puppet Skit, or another easy and fun craft, skit,
follow Jesus!
(continued on next page)

(continued from previous page)

IN OUR PRAYERS:
Recent
Jasmine Beebe
Julian
Alex ("Lee") Eifert (brother of
Mary Abbott)
Elliott Johnson (friend of the
Plate's)
Kyle Koch (grandson of
Donna Zentner)
Liam Lovett
Annette Martinez
Nick Stapleton (grandson of
Kathy Stapleton)
Tosha Zabka
Ongoing
Jim Bland
Tyler Cline
Grace Gillette
Jan Harding
David McDonald
Milton Milberger
Barbara Palmer
Arlene Karika Thompson
Beth Thompson
Randy Updike
Jean Viste
Bob Zartman

PLEASE NOTE:
If you would like to place someone
on the prayer list, you september
email their name and reason for
request to: PrayerRequests@
atonement-denver.org

And the Survey says: “I don’t want to be an
Empty-Nester! No, no, no, I don’t!!!” Tiffany
keeps counting down the hours as I write this
article, and she’s hesitant about leaving now as
much as I am hesitant about having her leave!
She’s excited about all the new possibilities that
loom ahead for her future, but it’s still a bit scary
going to a new country, halfway around the
globe. I’m excited for all the new possibilities for
her as well, but I’m still a bit nervous as she’ll be
about 6,000+ miles, and a 13+ hour flight from
me, and Jasmine’s a good 2 ½ hour flight away
as well. They are both no longer with me most
of the time like they always were, and I’ve sure
enjoyed every moment of their lives and of our
lives together. They’ve been the greatest joys of
my life!!! So now … here’s the “tie-in” …
although Covid-19 is not over, (ask Jasmine as
she’s currently in Isolation with Covid at
California Lutheran University), it just isn’t as
life-threatening as it has been the past two years,
so please, come on back to Worship, Education,
and Fellowship, as I don’t want those of us who
do show up to feel like “Empty Nesters” at
church either! Let’s start gathering in great
numbers once again and start enjoying our time
together as we have in the past … celebrating
God’s grace, joy, love, and peace as brothers and
sisters in Christ. Oh sure, it might be a bit scary
at first to break a two year pattern, but look at all

the new possibilities awaiting us beginning
October 2nd! It's like a whole new world ahead
of us, and I don’t mean California or Spain,
(where Jasmine and Tiffany will be), I mean
9:00 indoor Praise Worship, with Sunday School
during part of that time for little ones, and 10:30
indoor Liturgical Worship, and 9:45 Adult
Education, and fellowship galore! See you then
fellow believers! Oh, and if enough meet my
Digital Sign Challenge, we
will be able to announce this
to all who drive by Yale
Avenue! Yippee!!!
Love in Christ,
—Pastor Kristi Beebe
P.S. And the Survey Says:
Worship Times: 8:00 a.m. ~ 8 people; 8:45
a.m. ~ 12 people; 9:00 a.m. ~ 33 people; 9:15
a.m. (a write-in) ~ 1 person; 10:15 a.m. ~ 16
people; 10:30 a.m. ~ 25 people; Other ~ 5;
Online Only ~ 5. Wednesdays ~ 15 people.
Also, 26 people are interested in Outdoor
Worship in the Summer. Education: 15 adults are
interested in Education in between Worship
services; and the majority of the parents of kids
preschool – lower elementary are interested in
Sunday School time during Worship during the
Sermon through the Prayers.

LITTLE PEOPLE’S NEWS
Check out our great new children’s area
in the Sanctuary!
Lots of cool things to see and do during
the Service! Many thanks to all the parents
who donated, and special thanks to Jenna
Wagner, who assembled and organized
everything. It looks great!

Twins Ace and Tillie Wright
showed up at the 10:30 service
in their cool camp chairs!
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President’s Thghʦ

FOOTSTEPS 4
FOOD
5k Walk /Run to
benefit Community
Ministry!
• Run/Walk Live:
September 10, 2021
• Run/Walk
Anywhere,
Anytime
September 1-10

Go to
Comministry-denver.org
/footsteps4food
for more info.

During the past few years, people have heard
much discussion about what “Christians”
believe. As most of us know, that seems to vary
between mainstream religions, cults, and
unaffiliated believers. I decided to go to the
“source” for us as Lutherans and us as
Christians.
What is the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America – ELCA?
“This is Christ’s church.
There is a place for you here.
We are the church that shares a living, daring
confidence in God’s grace. Liberated by our faith,
we embrace you as a whole person—questions,
complexities, and all. Join us as we do God’s
work in Christ’s name for the life of the world.”
ELCA home page
The Greatest Commandment from Jesus Christ.
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind and
with all your strength.’[b] 31 The second is this:
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’[c] There is no
commandment greater than these.” Mark 12:3031 NIV
This is the bottom-line folks. Grace and Love.
“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is
September11, 2022
“This day is an opportunity to celebrate who
we are as the ELCA – one church, freed in Christ

to serve and love our neighbor.
Service activities offer an opportunity for us to
explore one of our most basic convictions as
Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus Christ – every
act of service, in every daily calling, in every
corner of life – flows freely from a living, daring
confidence in God’s grace. “ELCA announcement
This year we are working with two
households that need some extra help. On
Sunday, September 11 we will gather after the
late service 11:30 AM, bring your sack lunch,
and then we will divide into two groups to go
over to the homes and donate some time and
elbow grease. Each home has a coordinator that
will determine tools that will be needed and
specific tasks to be done.
Household one – needs help reorganizing and
storing papers, books, etc. to make room for
walking and moving through the home.
Reorganize kitchen according to a plan for the
homeowners. Clean and sweep small patio and
garage. Ruth Zartman is our contact person for
this home.
Household two – is mostly exterior work in
the garden. Mobility issues have made it difficult
to do some end of summer tasks.
There is a signup sheet in the narthex to
volunteer a couple of hours to help these
households.
Blessings,
—Eileen Koppenhaver
Congregation President

Dr in the Bucket Benevolence Minisy
SEPTEMBER — Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp
Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp (RTLC) is one
of two ELCA outdoor ministry camps within the
territory of the Rocky Mountain Synod for young
people, adults, and families to attend and
experience the love of God in the midst of a
beautiful setting on the side of Eagle Peak in the
Sangre de Cristo mountain range in southern
Colorado. Rainbow Trail has become a place of
serenity and faith for many people. Many have
“discovered their authentic selves and discovered
who God intended them to be” on this “sacred
ground.” RTLC’s Mission Statement says that

RTLC “creates holy spaces that embody God’s
radical grace to affirm, empower, and transform
all people to be Christ’s light in the world.”
Rainbow Trail Counselors ran Atonement’s
Day Camp this year! The children had a ball, and
learned about this year’s theme “Boundless: God
Beyond Measure”. This is a wonderful resource
for the children of our congregation, and serves
as a valuable outreach tool for the children of
our neighborhood as well!
You can learn more about this wonderful
camp at their website: Rainbowtrail.org
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Adult Educa о
Discover what makes Martin Luther’s
message revolutionary today!

THE CORNER
DESK
Happy September! Can you
believe that Autumn will soon
be here?
The thing I most enjoy about
working in the Atonement office
is that I often get to see people
at their best—specifically when
they are at their most helpful
and generous. I have recently
received many school supplies
and food donations (for
Community Ministry). People
are always donating to “Drop in
the Bucket” Benevolence
entities, in addition to their
regular pledged offering. Wow!
It’s great to see so many
Atonement folks who are willing
to give of themselves in order to
help others.

Justified by faith. We are accustomed to this
theology today, but when Martin Luther shared
his belief in this concept during the sixteenth
century, it was anything but typical—it sparked
the Reformation.
Author Rob Fuquay says that although
“justified by faith” is not a new idea, the
message is as revolutionary today as ever. In A
New Reformation, Fuquay helps you take a
close look into the life of Martin Luther and

teaches you how to embrace reformation in
your church and in your life today.
This six-week class beginning Sunday,
October 9th will help us discover a new
Reformation, and the DVD (with segments
filmed in Prague, Dresden, Leipzig, Wittenberg,
Erfut, Eiselben, Worms, and Mainz), will allow
us to see many of Martin Luther’s historic
places.
The study guide is only $2.00. Please contact
Carol Farr at 303-985-3278 or carolfarr@aol.com
by September 20th to reserve your copy

Check out our new children’s
area in the sanctuary! It’s so
calm and welcoming. Many
thanks to the parents who
donated the new furniture, and
to Jenna Wagner, who
assembled and arranged the
new area. It looks great!
As we roll into the cooler
Autumn months, we can thank
The Lord for this amazing earth
that is renewed and rejuvenated
every season.
Wishing God’s best for you!
Audrey Brack-Banks
Atonement Office Manager
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Stewardship
Life stewardship lessons
from the Danes

Sunday,
September 11th.
The ELCA’s
“God’s Work, Our Hands”
service day.
This day is an opportunity
to celebrate who we are as
Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America –
one church, freed in
Christ to serve and love
our neighbor.
See page 3 about
Atonement’s involvement
in this important
service activity!

And Jesus said to them, ‘Take care! Be on your
guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life
does not consist in the abundance of possessions.’
-Luke 12:15
The people of Denmark, about six million
living in a nation smaller than West Virginia,
routinely count among the world’s most
contented. This year’s World Happiness Report
ranks the Danes No. 2, behind Finland. The
United States ranks 19.
What do the Danes know that we don’t?
Several key principles for living help explain
Danish happiness, Meik Wiking, chief executive
officer of the Happiness Research Institute in
Copenhagen, told the New York Times:
Decoupling wellbeing from wealth. Jesus did
teach us that our lives do not consist in the
abundance of possessions, though our consumer
culture relentlessly tells us otherwise. How much

happier would Americans be if our culture
taught us to be content regardless of our wealth?
Hygge. This is a Danish term that Wiking
describes as “the art of enjoying the simple
pleasures in life.” Getting together with friends,
enjoying the outdoors, experiencing joy with
family, finding peace in your own home – things
that are readily at hand, without fuss or expense.
High levels of trust. Scandinavians tend to
trust one another and their institutions. “We
consider the collective ‘we’ versus ‘me,’” Amy
Clotworthy, a professor at the University of
Copenhagen, told the Times.
As Christians looking for guidance on how we
can be good stewards of our lives, these
principles provide inspiration and guidance. How
might you incorporate them into your life?
—Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2022, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by
permission. Rev. Blezard serves as pastor of St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD, and as content editor for
www.stewardshipoflife.org.

FLORAL NEWS!
A huge “Thank You” goes out to Terry and Cookie Plate, who donated these beautiful new silk foliage
and floral arrangements for our sanctuary. Cookie did a beautiful job arranging them!
The foliage in the arrangements will stay, and will be
supplemented with different decorative flowers and
elements every season. Of course, we will still have
fresh poinsettias at Christmas, and fresh lilies at Easter!
You may also purchase
arrangements on your
own for a special
occasion for use in the
sanctuary. Just let the
office know, and we will
make sure to publicize
your special day!
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W ship and Music
Coming in October:
New Service Times and Styles!

The mission of
Atonement Lutheran
Church is to share the

With the result of the survey we took earlier
this summer, starting October 2, 2022 we will
have a few changes. All services will be
inside!!!!
1. The Praise service (formally Contemporary)
will be starting at 9:00am
2. The Liturgical service (formally Traditional)
will be starting at 10:30am.

We will be live streaming both services on
Sunday mornings.
We look forward to seeing you inside our
wonderful sanctuary. It will be so nice to see all
of you again.
— Shauna Skaff
Worship and Music Ministry

Gospel of Jesus Christ birth, life, death,
resurrection and ascension.
This is a shared ministry

RLTC DAY CAMP WATER DAY

of staff and laity. We are a
community that provides
time and space for
worship, learning and
administration of the
sacraments. We witness by
reaching out with God's
Fun in the Sun!
Campers play a wet
version of “Duck,
Duck, Goose”

love. We accept
responsibility for ministry
to the spiritual and
physical needs of our
congregation, community
and people of the world.

Our own Ben
Goman hits the
homemade “slip
and slide”!
A good time
was had by all!
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Faith In Ac о Ne
Challenging books lead to engaging
discussion. In the past year we have
appreciated the opportunity to read,
review and discuss in depth such books as
Kendi’s How to be an Anti-Racist,
Seierstad’s The Bookseller of Kabul, and
Wilkerson’s The Warmth of Other Suns.
We’ve found them to be interesting,
informative and enjoyable, and we’re
looking forward to some of the future
selections and in-depth conversation. We
are especially drawn to future reading on
such subjects as climate change as
reflected in the recent book we read on
western water, Where the Water Goes by
David Owen. If you like to read, think…
and share, come join us. (Carmen Cohn)

SAVE THE DATE: October 9, 12:30pm
FIA Book & Lunch Group meets!
Water is for Fighting
Over: and Other Myths
about Water in the West,
John Fleck Having
covered environmental
issues in the West for a
quarter century, Fleck
would be the last writer
to discount the serious
problems posed by a dwindling Colorado
River. But in that time, Fleck has also seen
people in the Colorado River Basin come
together, conserve, and share the water
that is available. Western communities,
whether farmers and city-dwellers or US
environmentalists and Mexican water
managers, have a promising record of
cooperation, a record often obscured by
the crisis narrative.
In this fresh take on western water,
Fleck brings to light the true history of
collaboration and examines the bonds
currently being forged to solve the Basin’s
most dire threats. Rather than perpetuate
the myth “Whiskey's for drinkin', water's
for fightin' over," Fleck urges readers to
embrace a new, more optimistic
narrative—a future where the Colorado
continues to flow. (Amazon)
(Recommended by Mike Lewellyn)

Headwaters River Journey
On July 23 thanks to our Faith in Action
group, I had the wonderful opportunity to
explore the interactive exhibits at
Headwaters River Journey, a water and
wildlife museum in Winter Park right on
the Fraser River.
I found myself in awe of the creativity
in this museum design. We saw a tenminute video and then experienced
insightful hands-on activities at many of
the exhibits. While I was very impressed
by much of the information we received,
these two things really stayed with me:
The video showed a group of over 100
volunteers planting willow trees along the
shores of the Fraser River. CDOT is using
hundreds of tons of sand for roads during
winter. This sand ends up clogging the
river and stopping the life of insects that
fish rely on. They have built retention
ponds along the river that accumulate
much of the sand and are now reclaiming
and reusing it. (Carol Farr)

listening to historical
stories, or swimming
with the fishes! Most
of the static exhibits
are teaching moments:
Like these. Another
that really captured
our attention was the
exhibit “Every Drip
Counts” which enumerates how much
water each person uses. It’s clear that this
museum is underwritten at least through
exhibits by Denver Water as many
personnel are interviewed and quoted. You
will want to see this, take your children
and/or your grandchildren. They will be
inspired much like this young person.
(Picture on left, In case you cannot tell,
these are drips of water!) Most children

Pretty much sums up why FIA is
studying water in 2022 starting with the
major rivers with headwaters in CO.

Faith In Action’s Field Trip July 23rd
to the Headwaters River Journey
Museum in Winter Park and then Rocky
Mountain National Park was full of
surprises. First, and foremost, the
Museum! What a gem, totally unexpected
and really surpassing expectations.
The whole of the museum is about river
water and its uses. Full of interactive
exhibits our group just had to try each of
them, whether opening irrigation ditch
and diverting water into a tunnel, or

are free, adult $10 and seniors $8. Worth
every penny.
On the way into the Park, we pulled
over to view the Troublesome Fire
devastation and the already rebirth of the
flowers at least. The trees, if you can see
them, are stripped bare of branches, bark
and needle.
But, then, the second surprise of the
day was the inclement weather we
encountered on the Colorado River
Headwater Trail in the National Park. It
started as a drizzle but quickly became a
downpour with thunder and lightning! We
turned around and headed to the car. Not
to be deterred, we drove up to Milner Pass
and Poudre Lake which is adjacent to the
Continental Divide. There we learned the

(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)
long and mighty courses our Colorado
river waters run to the Atlantic and the
Pacific! Unfortunately, we did not make it
to the river’s headwaters stream. Another
day, perhaps. Great day. (Suzanne Rousso)
Election Day is Coming Soon…
Here is what to know
In Colorado, an individual can register
to vote if he or she is at least 16 years old
and will be 18 by Election Day. A voter
must be a citizen of the United States who
has lived in Colorado at least 22 days prior
to Election Day.
Colorado voters can register to vote
through Election Day. However, in order to
automatically receive a mail-in ballot, a
voter must register at least eight days prior
to Election Day. A voter can register online
or submit a form in person or by fax,
email, or mail.
Mail ballots are mailed out 22 days
before the election. You should receive
your ballot between 20 to 15 days before
the election, depending on when your
county clerk sent it out and the timing of
the postal service.
An elector can receive a replacement
ballot if the original ballot was destroyed,
lost, spoiled, or for some other reason not
received by the elector. The elector can
obtain a replacement ballot at the voter’s
county clerk’s office, or they can receive a
replacement ballot by mail by making a
request to the county clerk and recorder’s
office.
The deadline to request a replacement
ballot by mail is no later than the 8th day
before the election.
You can return your ballot multiple
ways. You can return your ballot by:
• Mailing in your ballot;
• Dropping off the ballot at your
county’s ballot drop box; or
• Dropping off your ballot at a drop-off
location or at your county clerk’s
office.
Overseas and military ballots will be
mailed by September 24, local ballots go
out starting October 17.
For accurate election information go to
govotecolorado.gov (Cathy Bajcsi)

So Proud!
In June,
2016, several
FIA
members
decided to
Mentor a
Refugee
family from
Myanmar: a
young
couple
named Zai
and Zizi, with their two children. On day
one, we accepted additional family
members (Zizi’s parents and her younger
brother), who’d arrived 9 months prior,
but were never assigned Mentors.
Knowing this family has brought us
some understanding of the difficulties that
Refugees face. At the beginning, they all (5
adults and 2 children) lived together in a
two bedroom, one bathroom apartment,
not knowing English, not having jobs,
with no possessions, other than the
clothes on their backs.
Over the years, they have worked a
variety of jobs and lived in a few different
places, each an improve- ment over the
last. Last year they bought their first home.
They speak decent English, own nice cars,
and are very active with their church
community. Last November, they opened
their own restaurant, “Sunflower Thai”,
mentioned in a previous Newsletter.
On July 1st, 2022, Zai and Zizi took the
Naturalization Test to become US Citizens,
and passed with flying colors. I asked
them what the most difficult thing about
the process was, and they said the waiting
and the worrying. They’d studied books
for months to prepare for the test and the
Interviews.
Consider the steps to Naturalization
that Zai and Zizi completed (in addition to
handling all of life’s challenges, COVID,
operating their restaurant 7 days a week,
raising 2 kids: age 10 and 7, and relocating
their church. (Their former church
building was vandalized beyond repair in
2021.)

10 Steps to Naturalization
Step 1: Check Eligibility for U.S.
Citizenship
To be eligible to become a United States
citizen through naturalization, you must:
• Be 18 years or older
• Be a Permanent Resident of the United
States, and I have been issued a
Permanent Resident Card (formerly
called Alien Registration Card)
• Have had a Permanent Resident
(Green) Card for at least five years, or
for at least three years if you’re filing
as the spouse of a U.S. citizen
• Be able to read, write, and speak basic
English
• Be a person of good moral character
Step 2: Complete Form N-400
This requires you to provide your
personal details, past details (both
personal and residential), parents,
employment (both past and present),
education, time spent outside the U.S.
while on a green card, marital history, and
information about your spouse and
children (if any).
Step 3: Obtain Two Photographs
Along with Form N-400, you need to
submit two photographs of yourself. They
must be recent (ideally taken within a
week’s time frame and no later than 30
days) and should match your current
facial characteristics like a haircut, beard,
mustache, etc. These photographs should
be passport-sized with the U.S. standard
dimension of 2 X 2 inches.
Step 4: Photocopy Documents
You need to submit multiple documents
along with Form N-400. All of them
should be photocopies and not originals.
Don’t use your original documents since
you’ll be sending them via mail because
there is a chance they can get lost or
destroyed in the process.
You will, however, be asked to bring in
your originals with you for verification
purposes. The primary documents
required are photocopies of your green
card (both front and back), passport, visa,
birth certificate, etc. If you have

(continued on next page)

8

(continued from previous page)
documents in any language other than
English, you should get them translated
first and submit a photocopy.
Step 5: Send Your Application Package
Mail the completed Form N-400 and all
other documents to the USCIS office.
When sending, make sure to enter the
correct address. Also, you need to send an
application fee of around $725, which
includes the biometric verification fee.
Step 6: Get Fingerprinted
USCIS officials will go over your
application, submitted documents, and the
check you wrote. After everything is in
place, and your application has been
accepted, you’ll be called in for a
biometric verification at a designated
USCIS office.
You’ll be asked to provide your
fingerprints. These will be used by various
U.S. law enforcement agencies to run a
criminal background check on you. If they
find a major crime, your application will
be rejected instantly.
Step 7: Attend Naturalization Interview
An interview will be scheduled with the
USCIS, where you will be asked a series of
questions. You’ll be notified of the date,
place, and time once it’s scheduled (arrive
30 minutes in advance).
Interviewers will, for the last time, go
over your N-400 Form and confirm the
answers with you verbally. They will also
gauge your character, morals, stance
towards U.S. rules and policies, and
willingness to take the oath. Answer all
questions in a straightforward manner,
factually, and in line with the answers you
gave in the form.
Step 8: Take English and Civics Test
USCIS officials will check your ability to
understand, read, write, and speak
English. This doesn’t directly influence the
application process but is still crucial for
officials. The civics test is more important.
You will be asked about U.S. laws and
regulations, ranging from paying taxes to
driving laws.
Step 9: Wait for a Decision
After the interview, the USCIS will make
a decision on whether or not to grant
citizenship to you based on the
information you’ve provided and the

questions you’ve answered during the
interview. There can be three possibilities.
First, you may get accepted and become
a U.S. citizen. Second, your application
may get rejected, and you’ll be asked to
leave the country after your visa expires.
Third, the case may continue, and they’ll
ask you for further information or
schedule a few more appointments.
Step 10: Take the Oath
If your application is accepted, you’ll be
asked to attend an Oath Ceremony and
take the Oath of Allegiance to the United
States. After this, you’ll be provided with
your Certificate of Naturalization, meaning
you’re officially a U.S. citizen.
A U.S. citizenship grants new rights and
benefits to those lucky enough to obtain it.
Zai and Zizi worked hard to get
naturalized and become U.S. citizens.
Knowing Zai, Zizi, and their family has
enriched our lives with joy and love. We
couldn’t be more proud of them! (Michelle
Healey)

Faith In Action Events:
September 6th, 6pm, Virtual Author
Talk, Tershia D’Elgin, The Man Who
Thought He Owned Water. Hear about her
“fresh take on the gravest challenge of our
time,--how to support urbanization
without killing ourselves, providing
essential background about American
farms, food, and water in the West. It’s
east of Greeley, along the South Platte, her
farm. A story no other water book, no
other farm book, no other climate book is
telling.” Check email blasts for details!

Events:
• “Heros of the Fourth Turning”
A Play at the Curious Theater
Dates: Sept.10th – Oct.15th
It’s nearing midnight in Wyoming,
where four young conservatives have
gathered at a backyard after-party. They’ve
returned from their disparate lives to toast
their mentor at a tiny Catholic university.
As the former classmates grapple with
ideology and politics, we get a glimpse
into the nuances of conservatism in

today’s America. Opening a window to a
world rarely seen onstage, Will Arbery’s
haunting play offers grace and disarming
clarity, speaking to the heart of a country
at war with itself. (Michelle Healey)
Movies, Videos, Streaming:
https://www.denverwater.org/education/
blog/virtual-tour-potable-water-treatment
This link will take you to the Denver
Water website and open a virtual tour of
how water is treated from the mountains
to the faucet by them! Very short, very
informative.
Books:
Beyond the
Hundredth Meridian:
John Wesley Powell and
the Second Opening of
the West, Wallace
Stegner, Stegner
recounts the expedition
and struggles of John
Wesley Powell through
the Grand Canyon along the Colorado
River. Powell warned about the possible
economic exploitation of the west long
ago. Only now do we recognize how
accurate he was. (Recommended by
Suzanne Rousso)
The Secret Knowledge
of Water: There Are Two
Easy Ways to Die in the
Desert: Thirst and
Drowning, Craig Childs,
The "essence of the
American desert," as
the subtitle of Craig
Childs's book has it, is
water. A desert, by definition, lacks it, but
when water does come, it comes in
torrential, sometimes devastating
abundance. Childs, a thirtysomething
desert rat with a vast knowledge of the
Southwest's remote corners, knows this
fact well. By turns travelogue, ecological
treatise, and meditative essay, Childs's
book will speak to anyone who has spent
time under desert skies, wondering when
the next drop of rain might fall.
(Recommended by Suzanne Rousso)
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Don’t forget to tithe through the Summer!!

Proverbs 11:25 Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and one who waters will himself be
watered.
__________________________________________________________________________________
We know that you are going to be busy during the summer months. Please don’t forget to contribute
your tithe to the church while you are away on vacation. ALL the following giving methods have the
option to schedule recurring giving. Just set it and forget it!!

How can I donate to the church?
You can send your monetary donations using the following methods:
- Mail a check to the church
- Use Venmo
- Use Paypal
- Use the new smartphone app “Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement”
- Text-to-Give option
- Use the Atonement Website < https://www.atonementdenver.org/gifting.html >
- For all E-Giving options, please consider adding 2.5% to offset the processing fees. THANKS!

Mail a check to the church
Yes, we still take checks and cash ☺

Giving using

!

Using your Venmo App, send payment to @AtonementLC
Or Scan the following QR Code

(optional) Provide a ‘What’s it for?’ note to your donation if you want to donate to a specific
designation. Otherwise, your donation will be directed to “General Operating”.

Giving using

!

Using your PayPal App, send to @AtonementLC
Or Scan the following QR Code

(optional) Provide a ‘note’ to your donation if you want to donate to a specific designation. Otherwise,
your donation will be directed to “General Operating”.
(continued on next page)
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Don’t forget to tithe through the Summer!!

Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement
The new app is available for Android and iPhone. Please download this new app to your smart device
for uninterrupted access.

Online Donation via our Website:
The donation website can be reached using the following path:
Go to the Website: https://www.atonementdenver.org/gifting.html, then,
click or scan the following QR code

Text-to-Give Option:
Giving in the moment is easy with our text-to-give option.
1. Text to phone # 720-513-1562 and enter the amount you wish to donate.
2. Click the registration link and enter your payment information.
3. Receive a verification text as well as an email receipt.
For future giving, simply send a text to the same number with the amount you wish to give, and
your donation will process automatically.
**Note* Text-to-Give is directed to “General Operating”.
If you need to modify you Text-to-Give profile, text the word EDIT to phone # 720-513-1562. You
will then be presented with a registration link.
Submitted by: Mike Skaff – Treasurer@atonement-denver.org

11

CHURCH COUNCIL
President
Eileen Koppenhaver

Giving Opportunities that don’t cost you a dime!!!

Vice President
Tracy Ford

Philippians 4:19 And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches
in glory in Christ Jesus.

Treasurer
Michael Skaff

__________________________________________________________________________________

Secretary
Gayle Gunderson
Co-Financial Secretaries
Brennen Flood
Randy Cunningham

You can help Our church every time you shop anytime throughout the year!!!
Here’s how!!
- RaiseRight (formerly ShopwithScrip) – Purchase Gift cards or eGiftCards
- AmazonSmile
- King Soopers Community Rewards

Member at Large
Carol Farr
Member at Large
Dan Malyszko
Member at Large
Eric Muhle
Member at Large
Cookie Plate
Member at Large
Julie Strasser

Fundraising through Gift Cards
ShopwithScrip is now RaiseRight. This is a program where you can purchase gift cards for over 780
retailer brands, with rebates ranging from 2-16% given directly to Atonement Lutheran Church every

time you shop, at no additional cost to you. RaiseRight is the app that enables you to purchase
these many e-gift cards directly from your smart-device…while you shop!
Enroll and Start Earning!! https://www.raiseright.com/enroll
Enrollment Code: F84C731861822
Tutorial: https://youtu.be/MKV_BXUWIm8

MINISTRY TEAM
LEADERS
Adult Education
Carol Farr
Building & Grounds
Mike Lewellen and Open
Children & Youth Ministry
Kari Bland

AmazonSmile
Who doesn’t shop Amazon?!??
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the eligible purchases to our church. To support
Atonement Lutheran Church, go to:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/84-0594012
and select “Atonement Lutheran Church, ELCA Lakewood” as your charity!

Congregational Caring –
reorganize
Evangelism
Kathleen Stapleton
Faith In Action
Barbara Kaare-Lopez
Outreach Ministry – reorganize
Stewardship
Randy Cunningham

6281 West Yale Ave, Lakewood, CO 80227

Worship & Music
Shauna Skaff

churchoffice@atonement-denver.org

303-985-1122
www.atonementdenver.org
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