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Pasr’s Meage
Greetings to all!
It was bittersweet … dropping our youngest
daughter off at college … bitter sweet … one of
the hardest things I’ve ever done, but also one
of the most joy-filled. Hardest in that it’s our
youngest daughter and she’s going to be in
another country, halfway around the globe, for
five years (at least I can go see Jasmine via a
quick plane ride … to get to Tiffany takes a full
day); and yet joy-filled as I watched her
blossom in just the short time we were there,
warming my heart and filling me with great
hope for her future.
Tiffany, who’s never been known to be
much of an extrovert, or to stray far from
home, met up with Zoe (from Paris) and
together the parents and students from their
Residence all started calling the two of them
“The Socialites”! Tiffany??? Yep, Tiffany! Never
would have happened State-side! One night I
arranged a dinner for parents and students, and
after I already made the reservation Tiffany
kept calling me adding more people. Luckily
the restaurant accommodated all her extra new
friends.
Tiffany and Zoe then met up with Max (from
Russia / now Israel); we called him “Russian
Max,” as there were two more Max’s they
befriended: “German Max,” and “Texas Max.”
Plus there’s Eshan (from Israel / now London),
who I met first while out in the lobby. He
heard me speak in English, came over and
said, “Thank goodness, you speak English!”
Then he asked me his question and I called
Tiffany who said, “Oh, I’ll just come down and
help him out in person.” Tiffany??? Yep,
Tiffany. Never would have happened Stateside. There were numerous others “The
Socialites” befriended … from Spain, South

America, Africa, other parts of Europe, and the
list goes on. While waiting for the Metro Train
to arrive the other night, Tiffany Face-timed
me, along with about eight of her friends all
chiming in with “Hola,” “Hi,” “Good to see
you again,” and other greetings. Tiffany calling
her mother with eight of her friends all on the
line looking at me through the phone??? Pure
joy for my heart!! Never would have happened
State-side!
Psalm 133:1 says: “How good and pleasant it
is when God’s people live together in unity!”
And Romans 15:7 says, “Therefore, welcome
one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the
glory of God!”
Now although I’m fairly certain Tiffany and
Zoe weren’t thinking of these words of the
Bible when they were out “meeting and
greeting” so many of their fellow students
coming in from various countries and cultures
throughout the world, but they serve as good
reminders, nevertheless, to us in the Christian
community. We, too, are called to “welcome
one another,” and to “live together in unity!”
For in God’s Church, as the song goes: “ALL
are welcome, friend and stranger, at the
banquet of the Savior; ALL are welcome, ALL
are welcome here.” There are no qualifications
~ ALL means ALL! So let us do our part as
well and go forth like Tiffany and Zoe, inviting
ALL people into God’s incredible banquet of
love, forgiveness, grace, and salvation. We may
find out that when we do, it’s a whole lot of
fun to join together and learn from people with
so many different cultures, lifestyles, and
backgrounds than our own ~ Tiffany and Zoe
have been loving it, that’s for sure! Let’s give it
a try, for it can happen State-side!
(continued on next page)

(continued from previous page)
“Jesus loves the little children; ALL the children of the world;
Red and yellow, black and white, they are precious in God’s
sight; Jesus loves the little children of the world.” May we so
love & welcome ALL people as well.

Oh, and here’s a small sampling of the sites of Spain:

Filled with joy and excitement to welcome ALL people!,
—Pastor Kristi Beebe

Recent
Rev. Tim Van Antwerp
Jordan Walters
Tosha Zabka
Cliff and Sharon Wink

IN OUR
PRAYERS:

Ongoing
Jim Bland
Alex "Lee" Eifert

Grace Gillette
Jan Harding
Jeanette Hill
Elliott Johnson
Annette Martinez
Nick Stapleton
Laura Taniaqua (and her
parents Gladys and
Manuel)

Milton Milberger
Barbara Palmer
Arlene Karika Thompson
Beth Thompson
Randy Updike
Jean Viste
Bob Zartman

PLEASE NOTE:
If you would like to place
someone on the prayer list,
you september email their
name and reason for request
to: PrayerRequests@
atonement-denver.org
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President’s Thghʦ
Time of Transition

SUNDAY
SCHOOL
Sunday School begins on
October 2nd!
• Age 3 to Kindergarten
meets during a portion of
the 9:00 am service.
• Adult Ed meets from 9:45
to 10:30 in the Education
Room. To begin the Adult Ed
year, FIA will give a
presentation on “The
Destiny of the West is
written in the Headwaters
of the Colorado.”

Evangelism
News
• We will call the
congregation to
inform them of our
worship changes
beginning in October.
• Also, we need
Greeter Volunteers
for the 10:30
services. It is very
rewarding greeting
our friends and
visitors. The signup
sheets are in the
Narthex.
Thanking you in
advance.
–Kathy Stapleton

I am drafting this article from Steamboat
Springs. A nice break from the heat in Littleton,
as well as a chance to do some “leaf peeping.”
As I think about seasonal transitions it occurs to
me we have transitions at church too. In fact, we
have had a lot of transitions the last few years.
From what we considered “regular worship and
education” to no indoor worship except online,
then “parking lot worship” outside, then indoors
and summer outdoor services. We know change!
Now God leads us to a new transition.
We have such a generous congregation and
friends. Generous with gifts and time. The
Visioning Action Team met in late summer and
evaluated the Worship and Education Survey
results. This team is made up of congregation
members and composed of a variety of ages. The
result of their meeting is a combination of survey
results and volunteer availability to provide a
variety of worship experiences for all. Beginning
October 2nd, we are going to transition to two
Sunday Services, both available on live
streaming. We will begin with the Praise Service
at 9:00 AM with Sunday School for PreschoolKindergarten during a portion of the service.
Brandon Bill and the Praise Team will lead
music. The Adult Education classes will be held
between services from 9:45 – 10:30 AM. The
Liturgical Service, at 10:30 PM, will be led by
Brandon Bill with Gayle Gunderson or Carol Ott,
organist/pianist. The liturgies will come from a

variety of sources and usually will change either
each liturgical season or 6 weeks. The
Confirmation Class meets twice a month and
will assist in worship and Sunday School.
Children’s Education will grow and add grade
levels as the classes are needed.
“To everything there is a season,
A time for every purpose under heaven.”
Ecclesiastes 3:1
This bible verse is about transition and
change. It guarantees that change is a constant.
There’s a time for everything. There’s a season
for everything. It’s all for God’s purpose and
glory.
A Prayer for times of change and transition
Lord Jesus, thank you for being faithful
in our lives. Even though seasons of life
will change, yet You remain the same.
As we enter times of transition and change,
may we learn to trust You by
letting go of the old and embracing the new.
Help us not to lean on our own
understanding but to let You
direct our paths.
We look forward to growing in the
new season.
Continue to lead and direct us.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
Prayer by Tinashe Jaricha, ourgodiswithus.com

Blessings,

—Eileen Koppenhaver
Congregation President

Mark your calendars:
Cottage Meetings beginning early November.
Cottage Meetings Q&A

Q: What are cottage meetings?
A: Gatherings of 8-10 people, hosted by a member of the church family or meet at the church and break
into smaller groups, led by church leaders and Pastor.
Q: When are they being held?
A: Beginning early November. You will be able to pick a day and time that is convenient for you.
Q: Why are we having these meetings?
A: We are working to envision our church’s most faithful future. To share visions of mission and ministry.
We want everybody’s input about the values and purpose of our church.
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THE CORNER
DESK
Happy October, everyone! Once
again, time has flown, and
Halloween will be here before
you know it!
Autumn is one of my favorite
seasons, even though our
beautiful gardens have faded.
Many thanks to Pat Lorenz and
Liz Kelpis for faithfully watering
and tending our lovely gardens
this summer. Mike Lewellen has
obtained some beautiful maple
trees to plant on the east side of
the church. We will have some
wonderful, colorful trees next
fall! Thanks to Larry
Koppenhaver, Dan Malyzsco,
and Steve Riedel for digging the
holes and helping to plant the
trees.
Now that the weather has
definitely cooled off, my bar-bque is finally getting a break,
because it’s casserole season.
Time to start baking! If you have
a great casserole recipe, please
send or email it to me, I will
publish it if I can. Yum!
Enjoy October! It’s such a lovely
time of year.
Wishing God’s best for you!
Audrey Brack-Banks
Atonement Office Manager

OCTOBER — Sky Ranch Lutheran Camp is one
of the two ELCA outdoor ministry camps within
the territory of the Rocky Mountain Synod for
young people, adults, and families to attend and
experience the love of God amid the beautiful
setting in God’s creation. Sky Ranch’s Mission
“is to facilitate an encounter with Christ on the

mountaintops.” They do this by: being in a place
set apart, providing participants with service
opportunities, being in the beauty of creation,
emphasizing the value of retreat to physical and
spiritual well-being, and by partnering with
local, regional and national congregations.

Stewardship
Cultivating our life’s harvest
Jesus said, “I came that they may have life, and
have it abundantly.” –John 10:10
Fall harvest provides a wonderful analogy for
how, as stewards of our lives, we are responsible
for making the most of our time on earth.
Farmers plant, water, fertilize and harvest, but
they do not actually create the life that produces
crops. Life comes only from God. Farmers only
manage and optimize the properties and
processes of life that God engineered into their
plants.
Smart farmers know what soil is best, what
fertilizer, and how much water to give each
particular plant. By nurturing their plants with
care and attention, farmers generate the best and
most productive harvests.
So it is with us! God created and engineered
us to thrive! Our task is to manage and optimize
our lives so that we can experience the abundant
life that Jesus talks about in John 10:10. We have
the rich soil of family, friends and church

community relationships. We have the water of
God’s Word, love, forgiveness, salvation and
grace. We have the fertilizer of wholesome,
nourishing food.
How can we cultivate our lives? We can:
• Water our faith through prayer, worship,
scripture, generosity, love and service.
• Tend the soil of relationships by loving our
families, neighbors and church community.
• Optimize our physical health by eating
right, exercising and getting enough sleep.
• Nourish our intelligence and wisdom
through education, reading, exploring and
continually learning.
Farmers reap plentiful harvests by caring for
plants in ways that God ordained would provide
the best growth. By caring for ourselves in ways
that God designed for us, we can enjoy that life
abundant that Jesus promises.
—Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2022, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by
permission. Rev. Blezard serves as pastor of St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD, and as content editor for
www.stewardshipoflife.org.

Adult Educaо
Discover what makes Martin Luther’s
message revolutionary today!
Justified by faith. We are accustomed to this
theology today, but when Martin Luther shared
his belief in this concept during the sixteenth
century, it was anything but typical—it sparked
the Reformation.
Author Rob Fuquay says that although
“justified by faith” is not a new idea, the
message is as revolutionary today as ever. In A
New Reformation, Fuquay helps you take a
close look into the life of Martin Luther and

teaches you how to embrace reformation in
your church and in your life today.
This six-week class beginning Sunday,
October 9th will help us discover a new
Reformation, and the DVD (with segments
filmed in Prague, Dresden, Leipzig, Wittenberg,
Erfut, Eiselben, Worms, and Mainz), will allow
us to see many of Martin Luther’s historic
places.
The study guide is only $2.00. Please contact
Carol Farr at 303-985-3278 or carolfarr@aol.com
by October 20th to reserve your copy.
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FLORAL
NEWS!
Our Sanctuary flower
arrangements have received
their Fall makeover thanks
to Cookie Plate!

God’s Work Our Hands
Thanks also to
Shauna Skaff
for decorating the front of the
church with lovely fall colors!

A huge “Thank You” to everyone who worked to help out at our Gods’ Work Our Hands event.
Everyone worked hard and pitched in to help some folks in
our congregation get the organizational or gardening help
they needed! Check out these great pics from last month!

Come to church on Sunday,
and check them both out!
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Faith In Acо Ne
Thirsting For Water…
Bethany Lutheran Church in Denver
hosted a Thirsting for Water workshop
recently on September 17th. The Caring
for Creation ELCA Social Statement is
utilized and originated in 1993; it needs to
be updated…..which is happening. The
complete name of the ELCA 1993 Social
Statement is Caring for Creation: Vision,
Hope & Justice. They “support and
collaborate with allied Lutheran Entities…
including the Rocky Mountain Synod
Creation Care Team and Lutherans
Restoring Creation”. (Handout)
There were a variety of speakers,
notably two professors from Colorado
State University (CSU). Peter Backlund
states he is a social scientist, and his
definition of climate change is” an
increase in temperature…caused by
greenhouse gas emissions…produced by
use of fossil fuels like coal, oil, and gas.
Climate change is also water change.”
Dr. Eugene Kelly simply stated that he
works with soil. Eighty to 85% of water is
used for agriculture, which I found
astonishing as I partly blame the misuse of
water on lush, green golf courses in desert
areas. Agriculture is also the largest
industry on our planet. State Senator Chris
Hansen informed us that when the Water
Compact was made in the 1920’s, it was
the wettest decade in years…. using tree
rings to (calculate) time. Dr. Kelley and
Peter Backlund stated there will be a new
Colorado River Compact…maybe in 2 to 3
years. People will get less water with this
new compact. This Compact is the basic
agreement on how to use the water in the
Colorado River.
We were reminded during this
workshop that we “are our brothers’
keepers.” And speaking of land, we are on
Arapahoe, Cheyenne, and Ute land.
Dr. Kelley ended his presentation by
stating, “Jesus would probably vote for
climate change legislation.” What do you
think? (Barbara Kaare-Lopez)

“Water, water, everywhere, but is
there a drop to drink?”
(My apologies to the Ancient Mariner!)
Faith in Action will sponsor an Adult
Education discussion on “The Destiny of
the West is written in the Headwaters of
Colorado.” Our program is scheduled for
October 2nd in the Education Room. We’ll
begin with the first chapter of the film,
The Great Divide, made in Colorado,
about Colorado, for Coloradoans, by
Colorado Humanities. It will set the stage
for a wide-ranging discussion of the
impact of our water resources on us, the
state, the West.

The first eleven minutes underscores “a
new era of water urgency” from the
perspective of 2015. From then until now,
we could say it is only more urgent as
every day there’s another article or news
story on the scarcity of water in the West.
Join us for this timely topic that starts with
the 4 major river basins and ends up with
the water faucet at our sinks!
Water for thought:
“We’re going to have to sustain
ourselves, our grandchildren, and theirs
with same basic water supply, aggravated
by the effects of climate change, that the
Ancestral Puebloans had at their disposal.
Now that’s a sobering thought, isn’t it?”
Justice Gregory J. Hobbs, Jr., formerly
Colorado Supreme Court

IN-PERSON GLOBAL GIFT FAIR
TO RESUME!
Faith in Action is happy to announce an
in-person Global Gift Fair will be held here
at Atonement Saturday and Sunday
November 5 & 6. We continue the
tradition of a bake sale to benefit Lutheran

SAVE THE DATE: October 9, 12:00pm
FIA Book & Lunch Group meets!
(Bring your lunch! Join the
conversation!)
Water is for
Fighting Over: and
Other Myths about
Water in the West,
John Fleck “In his
(Fleck’s) telling
there is enough
water, so long as
the states converse
rather than condemn, and collaborate
rather than litigate.” (Robert Glennon)
In this fresh take on western water,
Fleck brings to light the true history of
collaboration and examines the bonds
currently being forged to solve the
Basin’s most dire threats. Rather than
perpetuate the myth “Whiskey's for
drinkin', water's for fightin' over,"
Fleck urges readers to embrace a new,
more optimistic narrative—a future
where the Colorado continues to flow.
(Amazon) (Recommended by Mike
Lewellen).
World Hunger. We are proud of the
hundreds of dollars we’ve raised for LWH
over the years and with your contributions
of yummy baked goods we know this year
will be equally successful. Your goodies
may be brought to church the evening
before the fair or the morning of. FIA will
be setting up for the fair Friday Nov. 4
from 6-8:30 and will be available Saturday
morning at 8:00 to assist vendors before
the fair opens at 9:00. It’s helpful if you
package and price your baked goods; don’t
under value them. We all know how much
pastries are at Taste of Denmark. And
Atonement cooks can bake them under
the table!
Please contact Michelle Healey at 303478-6529 to volunteer your baking skills or
to volunteer for any other Global Gift Fair
jobs. (Cathy Bajcsi)

(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)

Events:
"Heroes of the Fourth Turning" at
The Curious Theater
It’s nearing midnight in Wyoming,
where four young conservatives have
gathered at a backyard after-party.
They’ve returned from their disparate
lives to toast their mentor at a tiny
Catholic university. As the former
classmates’ grapple with ideology and
politics, we get a glimpse into the
nuances of conservatism in today’s
America. Opening a window to a world
rarely seen onstage, Will Arbery’s
haunting play offers grace and
disarming clarity, speaking to the heart
of a country at war with itself.
(Michelle Healey)
Several FIA members have
purchased tickets to attend the
showing on Friday night, October
7th, at 7:30. If you would like to join
us, you'll need to purchase your
own ticket on the Curious Theater
Website ($40). Contact Michelle
Healey if you'd like to carpool to the
play: (303) 478-6529

BOOKS:
Streets of Gold: America's Untold
Story of Immigrant Success by Ran
Abramitsky and Leah Boustan
"Immigration is one of the most
fraught, and possibly most
misunderstood, topics in American
social discourse—yet, in most cases,
the things we believe about
immigration are based largely on myth,
not facts. Using the tools of modern
data analysis and ten years of
pioneering research", two economic
historians "provide evidence about the
past and present of the American
Dream, debunking myths fostered by
political opportunism and
sentimentalized in family histories and
draw counterintuitive conclusions."
(Laura Buhs)
“Faith is taking the first step even when
you don’t see the whole staircase.”
—Martin Luther King, Jr.

NEW TREES!
Many thanks go to Mike Lewellen for obtaining two beautiful maple trees for the
east side of the building! Thanks also go to Larry Koppenhaver, Dan Malysko and
Steve Riedel for doing the necessary digging and planting.
The funding for the trees came from the memorial funds of Mike Lewellen’s
parents, John and Barbara Lewellen.
The money needed exactly matched the amount in both Mikes parent’s funds! As
a result, the trees have both been named after both of Mike’s folks.

“John”

“Barbara”
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CHURCH COUNCIL
President
Eileen Koppenhaver

THANK YOU for YOUR Generosity in Time, Talent and Treasures!!!

Vice President
Tracy Ford

Proverbs 3:9 Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the first fruits of all your produce;

Treasurer
Michael Skaff

**Be Advised** that Text-to-Give Option # 720-513-1562 is discontinued due to its non-use.

Secretary
Gayle Gunderson

ALL the following EASY giving methods are still available and have the option to schedule recurring
giving. Just set it and forget it!!

Financial Secretary
Brennen Flood

How can I donate to the church?

Member at Large
Carol Farr

__________________________________________________________________________________

You can send your monetary donations using the following methods:
- Mail a check to the church. Yes, we still take checks and cash 
-

Use the Atonement Website < https://www.atonementdenver.org/gifting.html >

-

Use

-

Use

Adult Education
Carol Farr

-

Use the new smartphone app “Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement”

Building & Grounds
Mike Lewellen and
Brian Strasser

-

For all E-Giving options, please consider adding 2.5% to offset the processing fees. THANKS!

Member at Large
Dan Malyszko
Member at Large
Eric Muhle
Member at Large
Cookie Plate
Member at Large
Julie Strasser

MINISTRY TEAM
LEADERS

Children & Youth Ministry
Open

Submitted by: Mike Skaff – Treasurer@atonement-denver.org

Congregational Caring –
reorganize
Evangelism
Kathleen Stapleton
Faith In Action
Barbara Kaare-Lopez
Outreach Ministry – reorganize
Stewardship
Open
Worship & Music
Shauna Skaff

6281 West Yale Ave, Lakewood, CO 80227
303-985-1122
churchoffice@atonement-denver.org
www.atonementdenver.org
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