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Pasr’s Meage
Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ!
Happy Father’s Day to all Dads and to all
who act like Dads for young people. Heaven
knows young people in our world need good
“father figures” (as well as good “mother
figures,” and we celebrated that in May!)
I was blessed to have a marvelous Dad. He
was my hero and in my eyes
could do no wrong. It’s been
three years and I still miss him
so much, but I celebrate the
many memories we shared
together. Yet I know other
young people aren’t so blessed
with marvelous Dads. It takes
a real decision to be a Dad.
Max Lucado, in his devotional
book, “What Makes a Good
Dad?” says it best. Read on:
“The decision to be a father
is not just a delivery room
decision … It is a daily decision. …
Throughout the day, every day, dads need to
renew their “dad” decision. “Will I attend this
convention?” “Is this meeting essential?” “Can
I rearrange these appointments to get home
earlier?” On the way home from work, dads
have to decide to take off the work hat and put
on the “dad” hat. … Being a good dad means
making tough, sacrificial decisions.
“In his book, Achieving Success Without
Failing Your Family, Paul Faulkner describes
the decisions of an insurance executive.
Speaking at a businessmen’s convention, the
man stressed the importance of being a father
first. The man’s daughter was in the audience.
…in the middle of his talk he had turned to her
and asked, “Sweetheart, do you remember the
time I won the million-dollar roundtable three

years in a row?” And she said, “No, Dad, I
don’t guess I do.” And then he asked, “Well,
do you remember when we used to have those
Dairy Queen dates?” And she said, “Oh, yes!”
And then he turned to the audience to make the
point that daughters don‘t remember when you
sell a million dollars worth of insurance, but
they do remember your special
dates.1
… dads must (also) decide
what kind of role models
they’ll be … Kids have a
unique set of antennae—not
only are they able to see much
and hear more, they replay the
behavior they see in their
parents.
Paul Harvey tells a story
that’s a good example of this
point: Our “For What It’s
Worth Department” knows that
when Grey Baker goes golfing in Jackson,
Mississippi—he has taken his three-year-old
grandson Trevor along as a companion…. The
boy has been learning the game by watching.
Last week Grandpa Baker brought the lad a set
of play golf clubs of his own. This past
weekend—during a family cookout in the
backyard—the little lad who’d learned golf by
observing Grandpa announced, “Watch me!”
And he said a no-no word and threw his golf
club up into the pear tree.2
Of all the fathers in the Bible, one stands out
for his decision to be a godly father. He
consciously decided to be an adoptive father to
his orphaned cousin, Esther. He could be called
the father of courage, because he instilled this
trait in his daughter. Do you remember the
story?
(continued on next page )
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IN OUR PRAYERS:
Darlene Jones and Robert
Hubbard
Adam Sawyer
Bob and Ruth Zartman
Jim Bland
Grace Gillette
Jan Harding
Milton Milberger
Chris Moffatt Otto
Arlene Karika Thompson
Barbara Palmer
Beth Thompson
Randy Updike
Jean Viste
PLEASE NOTE:
If you would like to place someone
on the prayer list, you june email
their name and reason for request
to: PrayerRequests@
atonement-denver.org

Please bring your smile and
graciousness and sign up
for Greeters 15 minutes
before our 9:15 service.
The sign up sheet is in the
narthex.
Thank you,
Kathy Stapleton

The small book of Esther reveals the story of
the beautiful Jewish girl whose clever courage
saved her people. Mordecai raised his daughter
to take a stand at the right time, to do the right
thing. Because of her beauty, Esther becomes
Queen of Persia. Mordecai wisely advises her
to conceal her heritage from King Xerxes.
When Mordecai refuses to bow down to the
king’s officer, Haman, he places himself in
jeopardy because of his convictions. He would
bow before no one other than Jehovah. As a
result, Haman conspires to destroy not only
Mordecai, but all the Jews as well.
Mordecai urges Esther to appeal to the king
on behalf of their people. “… you may have
been chosen queen for such a time as this.”
(Esther 4:14). Esther must have trusted
Mordecai greatly, for she determines to stand
before the king for her people. “And if I die, I
die.” (Esther 4:16). Words of faith, words of
courage. Words that a daughter could say
because she was raised by a father who made
the right decisions. Remember this: a crisis
does not develop character; a crisis reveals
character. The character Esther reveals must
have been learned from observing her father’s
character. As the plot twists and turns,
Mordecai and the Jewish nation are saved.

Usually, when we study the story of Esther,
we see her strength and devotion to her people.
But God used someone else in this story to
accomplish his purpose. God used a faithful
father—a father who impressed a young
daughter to have courage in her convictions. At
the right time, Esther did the right thing,
because she had been raised by a godly father.
A father who knew that the decisions he would
make as his daughter grew would help her
learn to make godly decisions later in life.”
Thanks to Max Lucado for sharing these
great thoughts on what makes a great Dad.
And thanks to all the great Dads out there for
helping to make the world a better place by
raising up sons and daughters who know the
right way, God’s way.
God’s Peace to you all,

—Pastor Kristi Beebe

1 Paul Faulkner, Achieving Success Without Failing Your
Family, 1994, West Monroe, LA, Howard Publishing Co.,
pp. 143-144.
2 Paul Harvey, Jr., ed., Paul Harvey’s for What It’s Worth,
1991, New York: Bantam Books, p. 121.

President’s Thghʦ
Welcome, June. Bring us sunny days, nice
cool moisture, and an appreciation of our
lovely Rocky Mountains. Thank you God for
giving us such a beautiful place to live. When
worshipping at the Outdoor Service one
beautiful Sunday, a visitor bent over to whisper
to me, “What a gorgeous view and a lovely
service.” We are truly blessed to worship at
Atonement.
Larry, Pastor Kristi, and I attended the Rocky
Mountain Assembly 2022 in Loveland, CO in
early May. On the first night there was a very
moving program with eight speakers that spoke
of their personal lives. Every person had a
different story but similar experiences.
Acceptance. We are challenged as Christians to
care for each other, respect each other and
value individuality. Today I read an article from

Positive Daily Inspiration. Christopher Ian
Chenoweth authors these articles. He poses a
challenge. The subject is being non-judgmental
for 1 week. I am sharing this challenge for all
of us.
May 18, 2022, www.PositiveChristianity.org
for 23 years presents Positive Daily Inspiration
JUDGE NOT
“Judge not, and you will not be judged.”
Luke 6:37
Between now, and next Wednesday, we
make a spiritual commitment to follow Jesus
Christ by deciding not to judge for the next
seven days.
Let us make a commitment to being
nonjudgmental and fair-minded by practice.
(continued on next page)
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Our Warmest
Congratulations to
this year’s Graduates:
Tiffany Beebe graduated
from Colorado Early College
and will be going to i.e.
University in Madrid Spain.
Jack Hill, grandson of Ralph
and Jeanette graduated from
Columbine High School and
will be going to CU Boulder.
Jack Ford graduated from
Colorado Springs CU in
Boulder with a degree in
Communications with and
emphasis in Applied Digital
Media.

Please join us on
Sunday June 12th,
when we honor them
during the service.

We realize that all people are learning and
growing. We respect the right of others to grow
in ways that are truly best for them.
Being fair-minded means being open to the
differences that make each person unique
because no one person has all the information
or the understanding of life. There is no one
correct way to view life or a particular situation
in life.
We make a spiritual commitment not to
criticize in the next week. The cause of all
criticism is judgment. Rather than being critical
of others, we pray for and work with others in
prayer so that they can find their own right
answers.
We also practice being nonjudgmental and
noncritical with ourselves. We do not expect
perfection in ourselves. Instead, we allow
ourselves the freedom to grow and to change.
We let go of past mistakes so that we can learn
from them and move on. Accepting ourselves
and others where we are right now allows us to
flow with the right and perfect course in life.
God is everywhere present. God's presence
is with you. Wherever you are, God supplies
you with all you need, and God is also with
those that are choosing other paths from your
own.
You let go of any thought of judgment and
you pray to become nonjudgmental and fairminded. You let the Divine life flow through
former critical thought processes. You
surrender the need to be right. You surrender
your need to provide answers. You relax; you
let go; and you let God's life of
good be expressed in a variety of ways in all
life.
You relax and let go of all doubt and tension.
You enter into cooperative action with God.
You give thanks that God is doing a perfect
work through others and in all of the situations
on their individual paths. You realize that God
is working behind the scenes to turn around all
problems and misguided actions to Divine
order. The answers for another life may not be
your own answers, but they will be the exact
answers that soul needs to grow and to become
fulfilled.
God's presence includes all that any person
needs at any moment. You let go of the need to
get advice-involved; you let go and let God

work through the person’s life. As they learn to
follow God's guidance, you will witness the
miracle of their every need being fulfilled in a
custom and unique way, to benefit their
individual life.
POSITIVE DAILY PRAYER:
Dear God, just for today, I will not judge anyone.
I will follow Your loving example of acceptance.
Just for today, I will not judge myself.
I will follow Your loving example of acceptance.
Just for today, I will look for things in common
instead of focusing on differences.
I seek to build a bridge instead of a wall.
I pray that I can learn from today and repeat my
good thoughts tomorrow.
In Jesus Christ's name… Amen”
Blessings,
—Eileen Koppenhaver
Congregation President
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SAVE
THE
DATE!

VBS/Day Camp at
Atonement will be on
July 25-29th.

Join us and Rainbow
Trail Counselors for this
exciting and fun filled
week. Bring those kids
and Grandkids! We are
looking for a number of
people to help out: a
Coordinator, volunteers
and those who would
like to house the
Rainbow Trail
Counselors.

Church Cncil Meeng Highlighʦ
Council Meeting on Zoom, May 11, 2022 at
6:30 PM
1. Pastor Kristi Beebe –
a. Eileen and Pastor interviewed Katie Ford
McLaughlin on May 7 for the janitor
position. Council voted to offer position to
Katie.
b. Sky Ranch has the first female executive
director and she’s interested in connecting
with Atonement. She will join us for Drop
in the Bucket this fall.
2. President’s Report – Eileen Koppenhaver
a. Cookie Plate reported that the El Paso
Property closed on 4/29/22 and the file
was closed out and the church has
received the check of just under $2,500.
b. Synod Assembly, May 9-11. Larry and
Eileen Koppenhaver and Pastor Kristi
attended.
3. Vice-President – Tracy Ford
a. Drop in the Bucket for June is Cristo Rey;
the decision was to not reach out to Pastor
Rose Mary whose daughter recently died
but to Barbara Kaare Lopez and Suzanne
Rousso to prepare for a presentation on
Cristo Rey.
4. Co–Financial Secretary – Randy Cunningham
a. “Giving Analysis” - Randy reviewed the
Year over year giving for April 2022 with
the chart; giving was down quite a bit in
March 2022 and April 2022 from a year
ago. We will start with the standard ways
to communicate this to the congregation.

5. Mike Skaff, temporary Treasurer
a. It was moved to close out the ELCA
Investment Fund A and the Raise Right
checking accounts and move those into the
General Checking account. It was seconded
and the majority approved.
6. Old Business:
a. Worship – assembling an action team,
Worship and Education Visioning
b. Building and Grounds: We discussed these
three items, below, and agreed that it’s
best to either use a memorial or to wait
until gifting improves. We don’t want to
take money out of the General fund right
now.
• Planting a few trees to replace the two
trees that were removed last Fall.
• What to do with the small piece of land
West of the Sanctuary is dirt What should
we do here someday? Rock, fix and
resod, xeriscape ground cover, garden?
• The large, dead hill North of Gaga Pit.
The soil is so bad that the lawn does not
grow. Safety is a consideration because it
is where kids play during VBS. I don’t
know the answer but maybe now is the
time to start thinking of ideas for this
area.
Next Council Meeting – Wednesday June 8,
2022 at 6:30 PM

Keep looking for
registration details!

Adult Educaо
Adult Ed begins our summer break after our
June 5th session.
As the Adult Ed team leader, I want to give a
BIG THANK YOU to our faithful session
leaders: Johann Cohn, Marcia Cunningham,
Gayle Gunderson, and Suzanne Rousso. These
leaders have provided their personal insights
and have shared knowledge and experiences to

the benefit of those who have been fortunate
enough to participate in our classes.
We pray this fall when we resume classes, we
will have a worship schedule that allows more
of our congregation’s members to participate.
— Carol Farr
Adult Ed team leader
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Youth
Events
Hey Kids!
Join us on the Fourth
Sunday of each month
for a delicious meal,
along with
fun and games.
11:30 AM LITTLES

(ages 3 through 2nd Grade)

6:00 PM YOUTH
(3rd Grade through
High School)

See you there!

Dr in the Bucket
June’s Drop in the Bucket is benevolence for
Inglesia Luterana Cristo Rey (Christ the King
Lutheran Church), an ELCA-church located in
the heart of a low-income Hispanic district in El
Paso, Texas.
The congregation has been on a proverbial
rollercoaster this year. While Atonement
members Barbara Kaare-Lopez and Suzanne
Rousso volunteered at Cristo Rey in April,
Pastora Rose Mary Sanchez-Gusman mourned
the unexpected death of her daughter. Amid this
devastating loss, this month the congregation is
looking forward to celebrating the ordination of
Pastor Don De Dios Lopez, after his 21-year
journey to reach that goal.
Meanwhile, Pastora Sanchez-Gusman reminds
us of the urgent need for churches and other
organizations to open more places of hospitality
to refugee and asylum seekers, as there are fewer
hospitality centers today compared to 2019.
Amid these trying times, the Cristo Rey
congregation continues to welcome refugees,
both at its own facility and at other shelters,
offering music and puppet programs for children,
bringing food and supplies to a shelter housing

250 people. Since its founding in 1990, Cristo
Rey has provided after-school programs, youth
services, held English-language classes and
brought worship services to refugees in Juarez,
Mexico, – just some of its mission and ministry.
For people who are inspired to give to Cristo
Rey this month, Matthew 25 guides us: “I was
hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I
was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you
looked after me, I was in prison and you came to
visit me.’
“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord,
when did we see you hungry and feed you, or
thirsty and give you something to drink? When
did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or
needing clothes and clothe you? When did we
see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’
“The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth,
whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers of mine, you did for me.”
You can read more about the Cristo Rey
experience in the Faith in Action section of this
newsletter.

Come celebrate with Community Ministry us at their annual
gala fundraiser on Saturday, June 11th at ll Saints Catholic
Parish Hall. Enjoy Brother’s BBQ, Em’s Ice Cream, and a silent
auction. See your eblast or Community Ministry’s website to
purchase tickets online at www.comministry-denver.org.
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THE CORNER
DESK
It’s June here at Atonement!
After a bout with covid, I am
happy to be back working in the
office! When I left, it was early
spring, and things were still
brown and dormant. Now that
the weather is getting warmer,
it’s great to see our beautiful
grounds in bloom! We are also
enjoying our new air
conditioning system now that
temperatures are starting to
climb. It’s wonderful to be cool
and comfortable inside the
church!
As you know, Summer starts on
June 21st. It’s exciting to see so
many wonderful summery
activities already starting. We
will have our first outdoor
Movie night on June 3rd.
(6:00 pm indoor movie for Mini
Movie Goers, Outdoor
Multigenerational movie starts
at 8:30 pm. Free popcorn!) You
can also hand out free
bobbleheads at Coors Field on
June 18. (see your eblast or
bulletin for details). Don’t forget
the Shredder Truck event on
June 4 in the Atonement
Parking lot, 10am to noon.
Summer will in full swing soon!
Enjoy the month of June, and
God’s beautiful bounty of
summer beauty!
Wishing God’s best for you!
Audrey Brack-Banks
Atonement Office Manager

yr Building and Grnds Team

A quick note on the New AC in the Foyer (old
Narthex) and Education Unit.
Since the use of these spaces is very random,
it is difficult to predict a known schedule to be
programmed in the thermostats. When you use
either of these spaces, please adjust the
thermostats to a comfortable A/C setting (72o)
while you are using the space. Then as you
cleanup after yourselves, please don’t forget to
reset the thermostats to (79o). Also note, these
AC units work better with windows closed. Be
Energy Conscience!!
Minor projects
1) *In Progress* - Replace the dishwashers.
We will be seeking Memorial Day Sales to
look for good deals. Help is most
appreciated to install the new DW’s and
haul-away the old ones.
2) *In Progress* - The hot water heater in
the sacristy rusted out and sprung a leak.
We are getting pricing to replace with a
‘tankless water heater’ for just that sink.
***THANK YOU*** “Brian Strasser” for
coordinating the dishwasher and hot
water heater replacement!!!
Project Needs
3) The backboard on the outdoor basketball
hoop has been shattered. Do you know of
anyone the has a basketball backboard
they want to part with?? (Junebe
Craigslist, Facebook Marketplace,
Goodwill)?? We need a volunteer to help
fix/replace the basketball backboard
and hoop…please.
4) We need someone to configure a rack to
be located at the bottom of the Stairs from
the narthex, leading to the basement. This
rack will be used to organize and store the
many canvas signs that are posted in the
front yard along Yale Ave. Contact Eileen
Koppenhaver for details.

OPEN POSITION(s): VOLUNTEER(s) WANTED
(Building and Grounds Maintenance TEAM).
YES…We NEED a TEAM!!!
Many hands make lighter work!!!
With Mike Skaff assuming the responsibilities
of bookkeeping, we need someone… like YOU
and YOU and YOU… to step up to coordinate
any maintenance and repairs needed in and
around the church building. Several of you
have ask what this assignment entails.
THANKS FOR YOUR INTEREST!!
Much of the major improvements are
complete. The remaining duties of this position
are to coordinate scheduled maintenance and
upkeep in and around the church building.
This may include:
• Coordinating Heating/AC scheduled
maintenance
• Coordinating interior/exterior window
washing
• Assist with clean-up days
• Periodically cleaning up (don’t have to
wait for clean-up days!!)
• Assist with the occasional snow removal.
• General maintenance, changing light bulbs
and other DIY necessities.
• Miscellaneous Repairs
• Moving Furniture
• Project Coordination
Contact Mike Lewellen, Mike Skaff, or the
Church Office for more information … or just
to volunteer!

Custodian Position is FILLED!!
Please welcome Kate McLaughlin as our new
custodian!! She official start the end of May!
Please make her job easier and clean-up your
messes so she doesn’t have to… 😊
Respectfully,
Building and Grounds Team
Mike L. and {your name here}

If you see something (that needs repaired),
say something to the Church Office.
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Stewardship
Don’t let your offerings take a holiday

COLORADO ROCKIES
FUNDRAISER
to benefit
HABITAT FOR
HUMANITY
Help hand out
bobblehead dolls on
Saturday June 18th
at Coors field as the
San Diego Padres
play the Rockies.
7:10 game time.
As a volunteer, you will
receive a free ticket to the

Ahhh, summer! A time to relax and grab
much-needed R & R. Vacations and weekend
getaways may keep you away from church, but
our congregation is still bustling with activity.
The bills never take a summer holiday.
It’s enormously helpful to the congregation’s
balance sheet if your gifts, tithes and offerings
continue to come in regularly, even if you are
away. Here are some ideas for staying current:
Pay in advance: Plan ahead by offering more
in the weeks in advance of your time away from
church.
Make it up: When you return, give a little
more in the weeks that follow.
Use your envelopes: Here’s a tip that’s good
not only for summer, but year-round: If you use
giving envelopes and checks, simply prepare
them weeks in advance and bring them to
church when convenient.
Use banking bill pay: Most online banking
services will write and send checks for you. Just

plug in the church address, the amount of the
gift and how often you want it sent. Viola! You’re
done!
Enroll in electronic giving: Use the
congregation’s online giving portal to regularize
your gift, tithe or offering.
Give monthly or quarterly: Sometimes it’s
hard to anticipate how many Sundays you’ll be
away from church. Planning your gift, tithe or
offering for monthly or quarterly can keep you
current.
Of course, these methods are beneficial not
only for the summer months, but also for the
whole year through. Those who embrace giving
as a spiritual discipline often find that their lives
of faith are enriched, and their sense of joy and
fulfillment is deepened. Choosing a regulargiving strategy can help you to discover the joys
of generosity.
—Rob Blezard
Copyright © 2022, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by
permission. Rev. Blezard serves as pastor of St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD, and as content editor for
www.stewardshipoflife.org.

game and a Rockies T-Shirt!
Sign up online at
https://www.signupgenius.
com/go/20f0c49aea
923a0fa7-2022
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Faith In Acо Ne !
June is full of important days!
June 5th; World Environment Day:
World Environment Day 2022 is hosted
by Sweden. “Only One Earth" is the
campaign slogan, with the focus on
“Living Sustainably in Harmony with
Nature”.
June 14th:
Flag Day: In
the United
States, Flag Day
is celebrated on
June 14. It commemorates the adoption
of the flag of the United States on June
14, 1777, by the Second Continental
Congress.
June 17th – 19th:
Juneteenth Music
Festival: The 11th
annual festival is
held in the Five
Points neighborhood
from Friday thru Sunday, June 17th –
19th, 2022. This event is chock-full of
live music, merchandise vendors, food
stalls, art murals, activities for kids, and
even a parade in celebration of
Juneteenth. Juneteenth celebrates the
day African Americans in Texas learned
of their freedom two years after the
signing of the Emancipation
Proclamation. With the signing of SB22139 it officially became a state holiday.
Last year it became a federal holiday.
June 19th: Father’s Day: President
Lyndon Johnson implemented an
executive order to recognize Father’s Day
as a holiday on the third of Sunday of
June in 1966. Richard Nixon signed an
official proclamation as he established
Father’s Day permanently on the third
Sunday in June nationwide in 1972.
Blessings to all the Fathers and Fathers to
be in our community!

June 20th: World Refuge Day: The
United Nations General Assembly
launched the holiday in 2000, and since
then, the worldwide community has
spent the day focused on ways to
improve the lives of refugees. At least
82.4 million people around the world
have been forced to flee their homes.
Among them are nearly 26.4 million
refugees, around half of whom are under
the age of 18. (UNHCR, June 2021, thus
does NOT include Ukrainians.) The UN
HCR, Filippo Grandi, has described the
Ukrainian emergency as the fastest
growing refugee crisis in Europe since
World War II. In less than two months,
more than 4.7 million refugees have been
forced to flee Ukraine to neighboring
countries. An additional 7.1 million
people have been displaced within
Ukraine’s borders.

June 25th & 26th: Pride Fest, Denver
Denver PrideFest features a two-day
festival at Denver’s Civic Center Park that
draws visitors from throughout the state
of Colorado and the Rocky Mountain
region. Denver PrideFest is the 3rd
largest Pride Festival in the US. It sees
over half a million people, 250+
vendors, 3 stages, a Parade, Dyke March,
Pride Rally and, a Pride 5k. Register to
march on their website. Register to work
the RMELCA / Episcopal Church
Colorado booth at
https://episcopalcolorado.org/pride2022/

June 26th: FIA Book
& Lunch Group FIA’s
second 2022 Book and
Lunch Group will be
discussing an
introductory book on
Climate Change: Water
2022, Where the Water Goes: Life and
Death Along the Colorado River! “A
brilliant, eye-opening account of where
our water comes from and where it all
goes. The Colorado River is a crucial
resource for a surprisingly large part of
the United States, and every gallon that
flows down it is owned or claimed by
someone. David Owen traces all that
water from the Colorado's headwaters to
its parched terminus, once a verdant
wetland but now a million-acre desert.
He takes readers on an adventure
downriver, along a labyrinth of
waterways, reservoirs, power plants,
farms, fracking sites, ghost towns, and
RV parks, to the spot near the U.S.–
Mexico border where the river runs dry.”
Join us Sunday, June 26th at 12:30pm
for a lively discussion on Colorado River
water. Please let Barb Kaare-Lopez know
you’ll be joining us.

Water22
In early May, FIA met to strategize the
implementation of its new focus: Climate
Change and chose 3 areas to focus upon:
Water in 2022, Weather in 2023 and
Waste in 2024. By breaking this huge
concern into three emphases we hope to
tackle it in a more meaningful way for
Atonement. Luckily, for us, others are
looking at this topic. We are “Joining the
Flow” and will be using Colorado Water
22 as a resource for videos, books, tours,
etc. This is an opportune time to be
joining this conversation as noted on
their website:
2022 is a milestone year for water in

(continued on next page )
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Colorado. Among others, it is the 100th
anniversary of the Colorado River
Compact; the 50th anniversary of the
Clean Water Act; the 20th anniversary
of Water Education Colorado;
and the year when the 2015 Colorado
Water Plan will be updated to continue
our long history of ensuring high
quality water to support our state’s
wide range of water uses and values.
The focus for Water22? Encouraging
Coloradans to learn more about the
state’s water supply and how individuals
can help secure Colorado’s water future.
In recognition of this significant year, this
campaign recommends 22 ways to start
saving at least 22 gallons of water per
day in the hopes that residents
understand their water usage and
recognize the value water has in all our
lives.
We will also be using Denver Water as
a resource for information on its water
concerns and hopefully a tour of one of
its facilities. Both of these entities were
primary sources for the new bulletin
board in the narthex highlighting the
major concern for the Colorado River
Basin and our at home water supplies.
The topic is timely! And urgent! Have
you seen Lake Powell today?! Check out
the bulletin board in the narthex!

FIA is planning a field trip in July
(23th) to the Headwaters Rivers Journey
Museum in Winter Park and then, if time
permits and we can get reservations, into
Rocky Mountain National Park to dip our
toes into the headwaters of the Colorado
River. Headwaters River Journey, a water
and wildlife museum, invites visitors to
discover the wonder of Colorado’s rivers,

to become more aware of the critical role
the headwaters play in our environment,
and to explore ways each of us can help
conserve our greatest resource – water.
Using state-of-the-art interactive
technology, Headwaters River Journey
takes visitors on an informative,
insightful, and introspective exploration
of the wonders of nature, the importance
of water, and our direct impact on them
both. We hope you will join us. Mark
your calendar now for July 25th, and let
Suzanne Rousso (303- 988-2776) know
your plans so she can make plans with
both the museum and the park for entry.
Colorado is unique in that it is the
headwaters for 5 major watersheds: it
could be called “The Great Divide.” Can
you name the 5 rivers? We’ll be focusing
on each over the course of the next
twelve months, Each plays a vital role
along the basins they serve, bringing
water to people, places and economies.
Come fall we may visit the Colorado
Judicial Center for a first-hand look at
the role of water law in each basin. The
Learning Center there is a real treat and
an excellent introduction to the topic. We
will keep you posted.
We also promise to provide you each
month, perhaps each week with a tip to
save water. These are proven and you
may already be engaged, if so, give
yourself a gold star. But first, a piece of
advice:
“The truth of the matter is, if you want
to be a good citizen of the West, you
shouldn’t take water for granted.” Jim
Pokrandt, Colorado River District.
Tip #1, courtesy of Water22: Go to
the source! What river water or
groundwater source are you drinking?
Find out where your water comes from,
and trace its path through the watershed
and to your tap. If you receive a water
bill, identify your provider and then visit

them online to learn where they source
your water from. You can also check out
the U.S. EPA’s Drinking Water Mapping
Application to search for water providers
by address. Knowing where your water
comes from is the starting point to
understanding how it’s all connected, and
why your actions matter. (Clue #1: Not all
water is Denver Water!)

Back to April 2022!
Two members of Atonement Faith in
Action joined the Border Immersion Trip
coming from Grand Junction and headed
to El Paso, TX, Iglesia Luterana Cristo
Rey for a week of learning and listening.
Here’s Barbara Kaare-Lopez’s report on
her time. Next month, Suzanne Rousso
will share hers.
We Are on Holy Ground…
Although I am not an expert on the
situation at the U.S./Mexico border, I
was fortunate that I had first made the
Border Immersion Trip with Shari, a
former member of our Atonement
Lutheran, on the Lakewood/Denver
“border”, in the spring of 2008. Three
years ago in March of 2019, I answered a
call from the National Peace Corps
Association (NPCA) to go to El Paso and
help with the surge of refugees. I was a
Peace Corps Volunteer in Honduras from
June 1978 to December 1980. I and two
other returned Peace Corps Volunteers
stayed at a Pastoral Center at St. Charles
Borromeo in El Paso for 8 days, while we
assisted refugees mainly arriving from
Honduras, Guatemala, & El Salvador.
And in 2004, I had joined Mexico
Solidarity Network, a group traveling to
Juarez and Chihuahua, Chihuahua,
Mexico, trying to learn about Las
Mujeres Desaparecidas…. the women in
Mexico who were mysteriously

(continued on next page )
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disappearing.
And now Suzanne Rousso and I
joined a group mainly from Grand
Junction on a Border Immersion Trip this
April. Deacon Gail Britt led this Pre El
Paso part of the trip. Pastora Rose Mary
Guzman, originally from Bolivia, and an
ELCA pastor serving in El Paso, was to
be the leader of this immersion trip. She
had also come to Atonement in 2019 to
conduct a mini-Immersion trip!
We had our initial orientation
Saturday evening in her Iglesia Luterana
Cristo Rey. The church is located on
Yandell Drive, near the downtown area of
El Paso. Her husband Fernando was
there, along with two of her daughters,
11 y.o Alexa and 19 y.o Mariella who was
accompanied by her 10-month-old son
Ayden. I spoke to all of them. We ate
dinner with 3 Cubans who were seeking
asylum. My Gringo Spanish struggled to
understand their rapid Spanish with their
Cuban accent. Of note was Jorge, who
was separated from his wife at the ICE
facility in El Paso. He was so worried
about his wife’s whereabouts; nobody
could answer his questions as to where
she was. Recently a group of 30 Cuban
women arrived at Cristo Rey. Per Pastora,
while not specifying when or where,
noted they had been raped.
Pastora Rose Mary, besides reviewing
the rules for those sleeping at the church,
and the schedule of our 7-day trip told us
“As we hear peoples’ stories, we are
stepping on Holy Ground”. While
speaking about herself, we learned both
of her parents had been pastors. Sadly,
both of her parents had died recently
from COVID in Bolivia. Rose Mary herself
had had COVID. When I introduced
myself to the group, I recounted the story
what a Honduran man told me in 2019
when I came to help through NPCA.
Reportedly, a Border Patrol officer told
him with disdain, “usted es un animal y
una bestia…regrese a su pais!” “You are
an animal and a beast…return to your
country!”

Sunday morning, Fernando drove us
to a building in El Paso to view the
beautiful, and some strange, murals that
had been painted there. Among them
was La Virgen de Guadalupe. As I was
sitting in the 5th and back row of the
van, I missed much of what he was
saying. We stopped at the tall metal
fence at the U.S./Mexico border…. a
legacy of former President Trump. A
Border Patrol officer came by and
appeared to check locks on a gate. We
stopped at a few small parks at the
border, on the El Paso side.
Palm Sunday. We returned to la
Iglesia to be part of the Spanish/English
service, that did last over 1 ½ hours.
Pastor Juan de Dios gave the children’s
sermon, using his puppet. He was to be
ordained in 1 week. Both he and I are
clowns! Towards the end of the service,
Pastora Rose Mary was summoned to
leave the service. At the entrance to the
church, we heard a loud scream or cry.
La Pastora had just been informed that
her lovely 19 y.o daughter Mariella, had
been found dead in her apartment! Her
10-month-old son was found crying on
the floor, but safe. Grandpa Fernando
had him. We knew nothing of the
circumstances. Rose Mary had informed
us 3 years ago at Atonement that
Mariella had been a runaway. She was so
worried about her…3 years ago and still
in 2022.
Stunned, we sat around the church
that Sunday afternoon. Mainly our hearts
ached for the family. Why did this
happen on Palm Sunday…. on Holy
Week? And what was to become of our
Immersion trip? There was no way that
Pastora could lead this trip. We had
planned to visit a shelter in Juarez, to
bring the huge amounts of spaghetti that
was cooked to feed perhaps 250 refugees
that afternoon. Both vans were in use,
and Pastor Juan and Deacon Gail had
gone to the daughter’s apartment to see
how they could help Pastora Rose Mary.

Sparing the details, we all decided
that our trip needed to be cut short. I
myself was numb. But those of us who
wanted to travel the next morning,
Monday, to Juarez, could go there to
deliver the spaghetti. And we would visit
a shelter Monday afternoon in El Paso to
help as needed with the refugee women
there.
Monday morning, six of us drove in
two vans to Colonia Anapra, in Juarez or
next to Juarez. Driving up a dirt road, we
arrived at the shelter, Esperanza Para
Todos. After the spaghetti delivery, we
spoke to Grisel, who founded this shelter
4 years ago. She prayed to God to sustain
her mission with helping the refugees. It
began with 7 folks and has grown to 275.
(Note: I am not sure if 275 folks were
there that day). “We believe in God,” she
told us. “This was a mission of God.”
The concrete building costs 25,000 pesos
per month to rent; they provide 3 meals
daily. There are only 2 bathrooms, with 3
toilets in each bathroom. Jeremy had
counted 15 bunk beds or 30 beds in one
large, dark room that was crammed with
people. But yet it is named Hope For All.
I had hoped to meet folks from
Honduras, and I did. I spoke with about
5 members of the 9 from the LGB
community in Honduras; they would say
LGB. They shared stories of the
discrimination they suffer being LGB in
Honduras (lesbian, gay, bisexual…)
Overwhelmingly, most of the folks at
Esperanza were Haitian. A few children
were running around with stray dogs. I
could see great needs at Esperanza. The
coloring books, crayons, and small
stuffed animals that we brought were to
be donated another day to this shelter.
We left to buy almost $170.00 worth of
groceries at S-Mart grocery store, which
was clean, and the clientele were
wearing masks! We had to return to El
Paso after dropping off the groceries.
It took us 1 hour 40 minutes to cross

(continued on next page )
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the bridge back to the U.S. There are two
different bridges going to and from
Juarez and El Paso. Many folks were
stopped on the pedestrian side of the
bridge, entering the U.S.
Monday afternoon we arrived late to
help at the St. Christopher Episcopal
Shelter in El Paso. Three of us Spanish
speakers were given a hasty orientation
on how to do intakes on the 20 newly
arrived women who had arrived from
ICE. The intake forms seemed to be the
same that we used in 2019. Seventeen
women were from Cuba; 3 were from
Turkey. Why Turkey? Pastor Lee had told
us that at present, five countries can
enter the U.S. as refugees/asylum
seekers: Turkey, Cuba, Ukraine, Haiti,
and Nicaragua. Pastor spoke about Title
42, the law enacted by President Trump,
to keep refugees/asylum seekers in
Mexico citing the COVID pandemic as the
reason. This law is projected to be lifted
May 23. Will a flood of people enter the
U.S.?
Others in our group were assigned to
help women get clothes stored in a room;
others were calling out numbers to
assign the women to take a shower. Carol
and I also made peanut butter and jelly
sandwiches for the women leaving that
evening to destinations as Miami. All but
1 were flying; the other woman had to
take a bus. Pea soup, salad, and tortillas
were served for dinner.
While we were helping, I heard a
scream in the hall. Now what? Jorge and
his wife were reunited at this shelter!
Ruben Garcia is the director of
Annunciation House, which is a network
of 25 “hospitality sites” such as hotels
and churches in El Paso. He assigns
refugees to various shelters that have
openings, and he had located Jorge’s
wife. They were thrilled to be reunited.
Jorge told us that at first, he did not
recognize her, wearing her gray
sweatpants. When asked why it took her
so long to be released, Doranna was not
sure. She did say that men got released

more frequently than women, and
women with kids got released sooner
than women without kids. 319 women
were in her room at ICE last night. She
spent 8 days at ICE before Ruben Garcia
located her.
After our shortened trip, can we learn
more and/or continue to volunteer?
There is a 6-part documentary titled
Immigration Nation on Netflix, filmed
2017 to 2020, that examines this issue.
One can volunteer at or with
Annunciation House in El Paso, but the
volunteer time is at least 2 weeks. This
information also appeared on the NPCA
email of 5/6/22 as a Call for Volunteers
at Annunciation House.
I watched Mariella’s funeral on
Facebook the Saturday before Easter.
Pastora Rose Mary stated she still
believes in God. I think my faith is PUNY
compared to other folks’ faith, as
Pastora’s and Grisel’s, the founder of
Esperanza Para Todos. Could I still
believe in God after losing one of my
children at 19 years of age? And why did
Mariella die on Palm Sunday…during
Holy Week?
There were two shouts/screams/
crying out we heard on our Holy Week in
El Paso. The first was when Pastora was
informed that her daughter had died. The
second was a joyous shout when our
new Cuban friends, Jorge and Doranna,
were reunited after 8 days of her
languishing at ICE. But there was a third
shout during our Holy Week. And
although I/we were not there when Jesus
cried out on the cross, “My God, My
God, why hast thou forsaken me?”, the
cry was on Good Friday…Holy Week.
Our trip was scheduled to end on Good
Friday.
Where do we go after hearing these
shouts? We could pray the following.
“Gracious God, as we set out today, we
want to get out of ourselves. We want to
leave home base and see beyond our
own perspectives. We want to see and
hear our neighbor.”

And “Gracious God, we remember that
setting out is not covering miles of land
or sea, or traveling faster than the speed
of sound, but opening ourselves,
meeting, and trying to get to know the
Other.” A Litany for the Journey, Adapted
from Dom Helder Camera’s The Desert Is
Fertile, p. 15. (Barbara Kaare-Lopez)

Back to May 2022:
Save Bear Creek Lake Park
The Lakewood City Council
unanimously approved a proclamation
supporting Save Bear Creek Lake Park
Monday night and urged the Army Corps
of Engineers to consider alternatives to a
project under consideration that could
radically alter the park if approved. In a
council room packed with Save Bear
Creek Lake Park supporters, the city’s
proclamation voiced “strong support” for
the opposition group’s efforts and asked
that “substantial weight be given to the
alternatives identified by Save Bear Creek
Lake Park that will provide the same
level of water storage to the state but
would have significantly reduced
impacts.”
“I see this proclamation as an essential
aid station five miles into a marathon,”
said Save Bear Creek Lake Park founder
Katie Gill. “We have a ways to go yet, but
this proclamation brings us closer to the
finish.”
Here’s what people can do to get
involved:
• Go to the website,
SaveBearCreekLakePark.org to learn
more.
• Sign up to be on the email list. On
the front page of the web site there
are instructions for being added to
the email list to receive updates.
• Write to the Army Corps of
Engineers with your concerns about
the plan. Instructions can be found
on the “Take Action” page of the

(continued on next page )
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Books, articles, etc.:

web site.

➢ Centennial, James Michener, A
history of Colorado and great
introduction to water in the west.
Published in 1974, and a hit at the
time, it’s a glorified picture of how the
state began, and with it the issues
surrounding water.

• Attend an event to pick up a yard
sign, buy a t-shirt or get literature to
share. (Michelle Healey)

FIA PICKS:
EVENTS:
➢ June 11th, 10 am, RMS Creation Care
Zoom meeting. “Christian concern for
the environment is shaped by the
Word of God spoken in creation, the
Love of God hanging on a cross, the
Breath of God daily renewing the face
of the earth.” ELCA Social Statement:
Caring for Creation . Link for Zoom
meetings:
(us02web.zoom.us/j/83008940316
(link is external))
➢ June 25th & 26th, Denver Pride Fest
2022: See above for details.
➢ FIA Book and Lunch Group: June
26th, 12:30pm, see above for
information
➢ Save the Date: Saturday, July 23rd,
Field Trip: Headwaters River Journey
& Headwaters Colorado River, RMNP.

Movies, Talks, etc.:
➢ Immigration Nation is a 6-part
docuseries on Netflix, which was
filmed from 2017 to 2020. "With
unprecedented access to ICE (U.S.
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement) operations, as well as
moving portraits of immigrants, this
docuseries takes a deep look at US
immigration today." Google.
"Installing Fear" is the 1st episode.
(Barbara Kaare-Lopez)

➢ Climate Change: The Facts, PBS.
"Climate Change - The Facts" brings
together leading climate scientists who
explain what might happen if global
warming increases 1.5 degrees.
Experts examine the consequences of
rising temperatures on ice sheets,
fragile ecosystems, developing
communities and extreme weather
events. Personal accounts of California
wildfires, extreme coastal flooding in
Louisiana and increasing temperatures
in Australia paint vivid pictures of
these devastating effects.
(Recommended by Suzanne Rousso)
➢ Earth Emergency: PBS. This revealing
film examines how human activity is
setting off dangerous warming loops
that are pushing the climate to a point
of no return - and what we need to do
to stop them. With captivating
illustrations, stunning footage and
interviews with leading climate
scientists as well as support from
Greta Thunberg, "Earth Emergency"
adds the missing piece of the climate
puzzle. (Recommended by Suzanne
Rousso)

➢ Washington Post, May 14, 2022,
“The Colorado River is in Crisis & It’s
Getting Worse Everyday” Great article
covering current events and history of
Colorado River Basin and its water
and its service area. Terrific
background piece.
➢ Water is for Fighting Over, John
Fleck, In this fresh take on western
water, Fleck brings to light the true
history of collaboration and examines
the bonds currently being forged to
solve the Basin’s most dire threats.
➢ River Notes: A Natural and Human
History of the Colorado, Wade Davis,
Plugged by no fewer than twenty-five
dams, the Colorado is the world’s
most regulated river drainage,
providing most of the water supply of
Las Vegas, Tucson, and San Diego,
and much of the power and water of
Los Angeles and Phoenix, cities that
are home to more than 25 million
people. If it ceased flowing, the water
held in its reservoirs might hold out
for three to four years, but after that it
would be necessary to abandon most
of southern California and Arizona,
and much of Colorado, New Mexico,
Utah and Wyoming.
“For there is always light, if only we’re
brave enough to see it.
If only we’re brave enough to be it.”
(The Hill We Climb, Amanda Gorman)
Faith In Action Ministry Team
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About Giving…
The bar graph below summarizes our congregational giving for 24 months ending in
April, 2022. The bars are in pairs, with most recent giving depicted in the right-hand
bar for each month, and 12 months earlier depicted in the left-hand bar for each
month.
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sacraments. We witness by
reaching out with God's
love. We accept
responsibility for ministry
to the spiritual and
physical needs of our
congregation, community
and people of the world.

Ordinarily, the spring months of March and April are generous months, due to our
celebration of Easter; however, giving throughout 2022 has not been as robust as in
past years.
We hope and we urge each of you, as supporters of Atonement Lutheran Church and its
worthwhile ministries, to pray for and participate in continued generosity to your
church!
Statements of Giving will be mailed out in July showing giving for the first half of the
year. In the meantime, your continued giving is important, and it is very much
appreciated. We managed through the pandemic and all its inconveniences… please
give as you are able!
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