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July 2022

of Atonement

Pas�r’s Me�age 
Happy Fourth of July! 
This is the month in which people 

throughout the United States will celebrate the 
birth of our beloved nation, a nation that has 
been so good to so many of us, a nation that 
has given us freedom, something many other 
people in other nations do not get to enjoy. 
May we not forget that! 

On the Fourth 
of July we 
celebrate our 
Declaration of 
Independence. 
But did you 
realize the word 
“independence” does not appear in the Bible? 
Independence is what the government 
promises citizens of a certain nation, if we will 
just serve the government.  

Yet, look at a couple of Gospel lessons. Take 
Mark 6:1-13 or Luke 10:1-11 for just two 
examples. Jesus gives his disciples orders and 
expects them to follow his instructions as they 
go out proclaiming the good news. Luke’s 
excerpt reads: 1After this the Lord appointed 
seventy others and sent them on ahead of him 
in pairs … 2He said to them, “The harvest is 
plentiful, but the laborers are few; … 3Go on 
your way. See, I am sending you out like 
lambs into the midst of wolves. 4Carry no 
purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on 
the road. 5Whatever house you enter, first say, 
‘Peace to this house!’ …” and he goes on and 
on.  

As preacher, William Willimon, once put it, 
“As Christians, our goal is not independence. 
Our goal is dependence on the will and the 

righteousness of God.” 
Frequently, as you may know, our nation has 

been attacked for our materialism, our greed, 
our insensitivity to the plight of the poor. 
Frequently, our nation has been attacked for 
not sharing our huge wealth with others in 
need or for being open to those who did not 
choose where to be born. Frequently, our 

nation has been 
attacked for not 
being thankful for 
all our many 
blessings.  

Galatians 5:1, 13-
14 says: “1For 

freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, 
therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of 
slavery. … 13For you were called to freedom, 
brothers and sisters; only do not use your 
freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, 
but through love become slaves to one 
another. 14For the whole law is summed up in 
a single commandment, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” We have been given a 
freedom, or an “independence,” not to just do 
as we please, be selfish, and horde so many 
things that we need to put up extra barns, or 
storage units, in which to keep them (as 
another Bible lesson states), but we’ve been 
given a freedom to live fully and thankfully in 
Christ, which means a freedom to serve, care, 
and share with others. 

Willimon also said, “The greatest service 
Christians have to render this nation is to be a 
critic, a visible reminder that God, not nations, 
rules the world, that we have a loyalty that 
qualifies every other loyalty. Jesus Christ is 
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(continued from previous page)

Lord, and Christ intends to rule, to reign, 
whether we like it or not.” 

So whatever you do to celebrate our nation, 
however you celebrate the many national 
freedoms we have, be immensely thankful for 
them, yet always remember, God still rules over 
even our nation and all other nations too. To 
God be all glory, forever and ever! God, in 
Jesus, is the One who should ultimately shape 

how we think about our independence and 
freedom, and then, how we shape our thoughts 
and actions on behalf of all the people of the 
world.  

Giving thanks to God for 
all our blessings, including 
each of you! 

 
—Pastor Kristi Beebe 

President ’s Th�ghʦ  
Ua Kuluma Ke Kanaka I Ke Aloha – (It Is 

Natural For People To Behave In a Loving Way.) 
We were vacationing with our daughters, 

sons-in-law and my brother in June. We were 
on the Big Island of Hawaii. There is something 
about nearness to the ocean that connects with 
my Southern California upbringing. Wonderful 
place to relax and contemplate. 

The Hawaiian saying at the beginning of this 
article is one of many that reflect the true 
nature we should reflect. It is natural to behave 
in a loving way. I think God intended that path 
for us. Everything in nature has been created 
for people to live. Now it is our responsibility 
to care for ALL people and ALL creation. This 
summer, let us enjoy God’s gifts through 
joining in worship, sharing our blessings to 
provide food, school supplies, necessities. Faith 
In Action is providing valuable information on 

creation of the nature and how we can help 
protect it.  

We look forward to your participation in 
summer programs that will be announced in 
the E-Blast, website, and the weekly bulletin. 

E hele me ka pu’olo – This Is The Sacred 
Hawaiian Way, the Way of Abundant Flow 
Honoring Ke Akua (God) and God’s Creation 
(Which is Nature).   

“Beloved, since God loved us so much, we 
also ought to love one another. No one has ever 
seen God; if we love one another, God abides in 
us, and his love is perfected in us”. 1 John 
4:11,12 NRSV 

Blessings, 
  

 —Eileen Koppenhaver 
Congregation President 

IN OUR PRAYERS:  

Recent 
Tyler Cline 
Brennen Flood 
Ricardo Jimenez 
Ardie Meeker (friend of Pastor 
Kristi’s) 
Adam Sawyer 
Kenneth Simms 
The family and friends of Eric 
Lewellen. 
 
Ongoing 
Jim Bland 
Grace Gillette 
Jan Harding 
Darlene Jones and Robert 
Hubbard 
Milton Milberger 
Chris Moffatt Otto 
Barbara Palmer 
Arlene Karika Thompson 
Beth Thompson 
Randy Updike 
Jean Viste 
Bob Zartman 
 
PLEASE NOTE: 
If you would like to place someone 
on the prayer list, you july email 
their name and reason for request 
to: PrayerRequests@ 
atonement-denver.org Ralph Hill in uniform on Veteran’s 

day! He served  in Korea in the Army 
Artillery from 1952 to 1954.
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Church C�ncil Mee�ng Highlighʦ  
Council Meeting on Zoom, June 8, 2022 at 
6:30 PM 

1. Resume Congregation Spring Meeting of May 
22, 2022  

  • Finalized the votes that were received after 
the congregational meeting by members; 
this was due to the lack of a quorum – 46 – 
at the congregational meeting. Mike moved 
to accept the votes and Gayle 2nd; all were 
in favor.  

  • Randy moved to close the meeting and 
Pastor 2nd; all were in favor.  

2. Pastor Kristi –  

  • Met with Worship Ministry to plan Summer 
Worship  

  • We will offer a traditional - liturgical service 
at 9:15 AM indoors  

  • Praise Worship will be offered at 10:30 AM 
outside  

  • Will live stream 9:15 and 10:30 AM, both 
services occasionally  

  • For Fall worship – we will be doing a 
survey of all members asking questions 
about times for worship, styles of worship; 
hymns and songs; how we should do 
education.  

  • Pastor would like to have some cottage 
meetings for people to gather and talk 
about worship.  

  • Dan asked why we changed the times and 
Pastor and Mike explained that it was 
largely due to COVID and our need then to 
set up technology. Mike went through what 
tech we are setting up now both for inside 
and for outside and reminded us that our 
indoor tech equipment is aging (is now 13 
years old) and we have tech challenges. We 
also need more volunteer tech people. We 
use a single camera whereas other churches 
use several cameras; we need to move 
toward making worship live streaming a 
better production. Additionally, we need at 
least two tech people. Brandon uses 
software that will stream to Facebook and 
YouTube simultaneously, though it’s kind of 
clunky, too.  

  • Pastor shared that she and Eileen met a 
pastor at St. Stephens in Thornton who 
shares their facility w/a Pentecostal group; 
this group’s pastor manages IT and would 
be a useful resource.  

  • Dan volunteered to help with this as he’s a 
DIY type of person. He agrees that quality 
of production for worship is important.  

3. President’s Report – Eileen Koppenhaver  

  • Introducing new council members, Dan 
Malyszko and Eric Muhle, and both 
introduced themselves. Dan has been here 
since 1998 and grew up skiing here and 
was raised as a Catholic and went to all 
Catholic schools. He met Tera (a Lutheran 
from MN) and they settled in Green Gables. 
Eric grew up in an ELCA church and 
attended Wartburg College. When he and 
Cheri moved to Thraemoor they discovered 
Atonement.  

  • Eileen desires to resume an Atonement 
Welcome signs project at the parking entry 
as well as some in the building. Memorial 
money was directed for this project and 
Eileen seeks to install more permanent 
signs. She asked if any council members 
would join her in this (we have a team just 
for the digital sign, which is a separate sign 
discussion). We discussed these welcome 
signs and Pastor Kristi reminded us that 
we’d have follow the City of Lakewood sign 
rules. This particular memorial money was 
designated for these signs three years ago. 
Dan and Eric both volunteered to be on the 
digital sign committee.  

  • Met with Brandon Bill. He is planning on 
meeting with parents of both Children and 
Youth Ministries to evaluate and learn from 
them. Will do better planning and 
communication for the summer activities.  

4. Vice-President – Tracy Ford  

  • Drop in the Bucket - Suzanne Rousseau was 
going to reach out to Cristo Rey for a 
speaker for them in June but Tracy hasn’t 
heard and assumes they don’t have anyone 
to speak, so Barbara Kaare Lopez and 
Suzanne could make a presentation on 6/19 

(continued on next page ) 

New Summer 
Worship 

Happenings!

9:15 AM 
Liturgical Indoor 

Service 
We will be celebrating 

Now the Feast and 
Celebration  

every Sunday this 
Summer  

 
10:30 AM 

Outdoor Praise 
Service 

Come worship under our 
tents or in your car for 

this praise service.  
More songs!  

Come worship God in joy 
and praise!  

 
JOIN US! 



Thank you to Thrivent 
and everyone who were 
involved with Shredder 
Truck event. It was a fun 
day.  Also, we appreciate 
everyone who continue to 
volunteer for the Greeters.  
 The sign up sheet is in the 
Narthex. May we all greet 
everyone  with our special 
SMILES. 

Peace,  

Kathy Stapleton

The Square Halos 
Square Dance Club 
meets on the second and 
fourth Fridays of every 
month through the 
summer! Have fun and 
get a little exercise while 
making new friends. 
Please bring your own 
water bottle; light 
refreshments will be 
served. No covid 
restrictions, hearing assist 
at every dance. Meet in 
the Fellowship Hall at 
7:00 pm. The next 
meeting will be on July 
8th. See you there! 
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  • Habitat for Humanity (Miracle Workers) is 
July 

  • Tracy will reach out directly to the principle 
at Westgate.  

5. Stewardship for All Seasons – Randy 
Cunningham  

  • Begin 2023 Generosity program; Randy has 
a Stewardship for all Seasons training book 
several folks have started going through 
(Carol Farr, Eileen, Pastor).  

  • Ministry Initiatives are those things that get 
people excited about an initiative and 
giving towards it. The initiative for the AED 
is moving forward currently. Randy shared 
some notes on what an initiative is. SAS 
“talk” is in terms of the impact and 
benefits; a cause; avoid words like budget, 
tithing, percentages for the general 
conversation.  

  • Council brainstorming included: 

      – automatic doors: an estimated cost is 
$8,500 (as of 2020) for four doors in two 
places.  

      – a rear screen in the Sanctuary ($5,219) 
was planned for in 2020 but COVID 
stopped this plan. 

      – A digital – electronic sign.  

      – An outdoor stage area for 
worship/concerts.  

      – landscaping with trees and terraces; a 
couple of trees would come from a 
memorial  

6. Co–Financial Secretary – Randy Cunningham 
(represents the incoming monies)  

  • The Year over year giving by month chart 
shows that May was strong in 2022; better 
than in 2021. This is encouraging but we 
need to stay on top of. Randy reminded us 
that we decided to send out quarterly 
giving letters. Eileen shared that if we keep 
programming strong through the summer 
that is an important part of giving.  

  • The summary of restricted giving was 
presented (pie chart). There are 30-40 
restricted and memorial funds.  

7. Treasurer – Mike Skaff (represents the 
outgoing monies)  

  • Financial reports for Drop in the Bucket; as 
of May (except for the last week), Wholly 
Kicks received almost $1,000 in April; 
World Hunger in May received a little over 
$1,000; Plaster House was $1,193.  

  • Mike shared the pie chart of expenses. Our 
giving to the Synod is 6% (with the 
mortgage not included).  

8. Old Business:  
Resume work on projects:  

  • Digital Sign - progress dates  

  • Mission Statement  

  • Worship Ministry Team – assembling 
worship survey to be mailed in July.  

  • Action team: Worship and Education 
Visioning  

  • Lawn mowing discussed last month. Cookie 
Plate sent info on a mower that would 
charge $100 per mow and does snow 
removal. Passed information to Mike 
Lewellen. Mike Skaff shared that we pay 
$125/mow, $150/aeration, and 
$150/fertilizer.  

9. New Business: 

  • New vision for Atonement University (New 
U): Brandon had some great ideas prior to 
shutting down such as that we offer one 
month on Wednesday evenings, for 
example, people could come in for some 
classes.  

  • Pastor Kristi’s email getting hacked (Mike 
Skaff) but at this time she’s not interested 
in changing her email address.  

  • Pastor heard from Julie Strasser during the 
meeting – she has COVID and is at home. 
Julie will get dishwasher pricing to Mike 
Lewellen.  

 
Next Council Meeting –  
Wednesday July 13, 2022  

(continued from previous page)
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Dr� in the Bucket 
June’s Drop in the Bucket is for 

Habitat for Humanity and 
Atonement’s ongoing partnership 
with the Miracle Workers. Many 
of us are familiar with Habitat for Humanity, but 
it is nice to be reminded of their mission.  

“At Habitat for Humanity, we build. We build 
because we believe that everyone, everywhere 
should have a healthy, affordable place to call 
home. When a family helps build or improve a 
place they can call home, they are also building a 
better community, a better life for themselves.”  

“Your donation will help families in need of a 
decent place to build long-term financial security. 
With an affordable, stable home, families have 
more to spend on food, medicine, childcare, 
education, and other essentials. Your support can 
help us do more in all the many ways that 
Habitat builds.  

Thanks to you, Habitat is transforming lives 
around the world.”  

Atonement has partnered with 
The Miracle Workers since 2011, 
when it initially formed. It is a 
faith-based coalition of 7 

churches in the west Denver Metro area. The 
Miracle Workers partner with Habitat for 
Humanity of Metro Denver to build homes, raise 
funds, and raise awareness about the need for 
safe, decent, affordable housing in our 
community. Annually, it sponsors a home both 
financially and through construction 
volunteering, you can learn more by visiting 
www.miracleworkersbuild.com.  

  
Miracle workers, started in 2011, is a faith based 
coalition of 7 churches in the west Denver metro area. 
The Miracle Workers partner with Habitat for 
Humanity of Metro Denver to build homes, raise funds, 
and raise awareness about the need for safe, decent, 
affordable housing in our community. Annually we 
help sponsor a home both financially and construction 
volunteering.  

THE CORNER 
DESK  

It’s July here at Atonement!  

Summer is, of course, in full 
swing! After church on Sunday, 
make it a point to visit the 
beautiful gardens at the front of 
the church, as well as near the 
columbarium. They are 
absolutely beautiful. A big 
thanks to Pat Lorenz, and Liz 
Kelpis for watering and 
maintaining our lovely gardens.  

We are all excited for Day Camp, 
happening July 25th through 
the 29th. This will be my second 
year of Day Camp- and, my main 
memory was that camp was tons 
of fun! We have invited the 
Rainbow Trail Counselors back 
again this year. (Likely because 
last year’s RTLC counselors were 
such a delight!) Plan to help out 
this year if you want to have fun 
and deepen your relationship 
with God. Contact the office if 
you are interested. It’s totally 
fun!  
Happy Fourth of July!  
 
Wishing God’s best for you! 

Audrey Brack-Banks 
Atonement Office Manager 
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June 24, 2022 
  
Dear church,  
  
Whatever personal perspective one might take on the June 24 abortion ruling from the Supreme Court, it is the legal framework in which 
we now minister, and I wish to speak a pastoral word at this time. 
 
The Supreme Court has voted to overturn Roe v. Wade, removing federal constitutional protection for safe and legal abortion and leaving 
decisions about abortion law largely to the states. As a result, safe and legal abortion will likely not be accessible in every state. This church’s 
1991 social statement Abortion argues that “the number of induced abortions is a source of deep concern” but teaches that the practice 
should be legal (pp. 3, 9-10). In other words, “Laws should be enacted and enforced justly for the preservation and enhancement of life, and 
should avoid unduly encumbering or endangering the lives of women” (p. 9). Overturning Roe v. Wade and placing decisions about abortion 
regulation at the state level encumbers and endangers the lives of all persons who need to make decisions about unexpected pregnancies. 
 
First, as a pastor of this church, I want to acknowledge that this decision affects many people, especially those whose pregnancies unfold in 
complex situations and the people who love them. Many now find their moral agency restricted because federal law no longer guarantees 
access to legal and safe abortion. They already face difficult moral questions, and the Supreme Court decision only adds to their anguish. As 
our social statement reminds us, we have both the freedom and the obligation to serve neighbors in complex situations. As a church, we are 
called at this moment to recognize and spiritually support people who are struggling with decisions around pregnancy.  
 
Second, as presiding bishop, I want to remind this church that, despite this new legal landscape, we continue to depend on our social 
teaching for guidance. Our social statement provides the moral framework for our church's communal discernment and ministry, holding in 
tension both the strong Christian presumption to preserve and protect all life as well as the complex moral situations in which pregnancy 
sometimes occurs. Our social teaching is complex and does not hew to clear categories or labels such as “pro-abortion” or “anti-abortion.”  
 
That complexity is reflected in several points. The statement recognizes that pregnant persons have moral agency; they are the ones to 
make decisions about a pregnancy (see pp. 5-6). This church and its ministers trust them to decide but expect them to make such decisions 
in relationship—with God, self, partner, family, ministers and others. 
 
I also want to underscore for the whole body of Christ the statement’s exhortation “that those who counsel persons faced with unintended 
pregnancies respect how deeply the woman’s pregnancy involves her whole person—body, mind and spirit—in relation to all the 
commitments that comprise her stewardship of life” (p. 5). 
 
Further, our church teaching holds that there are no exclusive rights in pregnancy. A pregnant person does not have an exclusive right to 
abort a fetus at all points during the pregnancy. A developing life does not have an exclusive right to be born (p. 2). This church does not 
support abortion as a normative form of birth control but rather understands it as necessary in some morally responsible circumstances. 
This church does not condone late-term abortions except in extreme circumstances, which must be determined by the individual with their 
medical caregivers (p. 7).  
 
This church acknowledges that individuals and religious traditions hold divergent viewpoints over when life begins. These divergent views 
are not only scientific but also biblical and cultural. The ELCA social statement acknowledges these ethical ambiguities and states that “the 
closer the life in the womb comes to full term the more serious such [moral] issues become.” (p. 7). 
 
As we live into this new legal framework, we can respond to and minister in the current situation, for instance, by ministering to individuals 
who seek abortions; advocating for laws that provide free or affordable health care, child care and education; providing and promoting sex 
education; continuing to be a community of discernment where thoughtful and diverse perspectives can be shared and heard; and 
advocating for state laws that provide legal, safe and affordable abortions, and against legislation that would outlaw abortion in all 
circumstances (p. 9).  
 
Finally, I wish to remind everyone that this church supports peaceful means of expression within a diverse society. Peaceful protest is a 
crucial element of civic engagement; violent protest is not, and this church reproves it. Likewise, this church is on record against hate 
speech. Let us be instruments for peace where there is none. Let us listen to one another. Let us serve the needs of neighbors in all the 
complexities life presents. God calls us to be for others, just as God in Christ is for us. 
 
In Christ, 

 
 

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton   
Presiding Bishop  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

For information contact: 
Candice Hill Buchbinder 
773-380-2877 
Candice.Buchbinder@ELCA.org 
https://www.elca.org/News-and-Events/8158 
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W	ship and Music 
Well summer is here, and we are off and 

running.  
 We are using the “Now the Feast and 

Celebration” liturgy for our 9:15a.m. indoor 
service. We are enjoying hearing all the familiar 
aspects of this wonderful liturgy. 

Our 10:30a.m. outdoor service is a lively song-
oriented service. Join us in the shade under the 2 
canopies, in your car, or in the sun-- whatever 
you choose. 

HELP: We are in need of help for the indoor 
service. I have many Sundays this summer that I 
will not be at church including 2-3 weeks out of 
the country. I need people to put together the 
slides for Sunday’s services. I am happy to teach 
anyone who is willing to help. I am available 

every day except Tuesday (unless I get called to 
work), and most evenings. Please let me know if 
you can help. 

We also need help with our online streaming. 
All of the tech can be explained and taught to 
you individually. It may seem daunting, but it 
really isn’t. We would like to get a schedule 
together where you only help maybe once a 
month. 

We always need Ushers. Also, we need 
Readers for both services. 

Please prayerfully consider helping us. Many 
hands make light work. 

God Bless, 
— Shauna Skaff 720-934-5070 

Worship and Music Ministry 

Stewardship 
Stewardship of our nation 

Politics have always been a source of friction 
in the United States, but things have never been 
as polarized and ugly as today. We are in a 
precarious place, where many political and social 
experts say we are in danger of unraveling 
altogether.  

Christians can help, we who are commanded 
to love our neighbor as ourselves (Leviticus 19:8, 
Matthew 22:39) and commended to work for the 
common good (Isaiah 58:8-14, 1 Corinthians 
12:7). In the month of July, when we remember 
the founding of our nation and all it stands for, 
we can recommit to good stewardship of our 
civic virtues, our political process, and national 
identity. 

Here are some ideas: 
Seek and Cling to truth: There are enough 

malicious “fake news” stories and wild 
conspiracy theories going around to make your 
head spin. Endeavor to find out what is true. 
Don’t listen to lies and liars, and always speak 
truth, especially in face of lies. 

Love and pray for those with whom you 
disagree: Jesus taught us to pray for our enemies 
(Matthew 5:44). Now those who disagree with 
our politics aren’t our enemies, but the principle 
remains. Love and pray for them.  

Don’t insult: Jesus taught that when we say 
“you fool” to our neighbor we have committed 
murder in our hearts (Matthew 5:21-22). Engage 
on issues and policies, not personalities. 

Settle for what’s fair: Politics works best 
when both sides compromise. Everyone loses 
when it’s played “all or nothing.”  

Finally, be a peacemaker: Jesus taught, 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be 
called children of God.”  

Our country desperately needs cooler heads to 
prevail if we are to face the future as a healthy 
democracy. As Christian stewards, we can lead 
the way. 

 —Rob Blezard 
Copyright © 2022, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by 

permission. Rev. Blezard serves as pastor of St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD, and as content editor for 

www.stewardshipoflife.org.

The mission of 

Atonement Lutheran 

Church is to share the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ - 

birth, life, death, 

resurrection and ascension. 

This is a shared ministry 

of staff and laity. We are a 

community that provides 

time and space for 

worship, learning and 

administration of the 

sacraments. We witness by 

reaching out with God's 

love. We accept 

responsibility for ministry 

to the spiritual and 

physical needs of our 

congregation, community 

and people of the world.



8

Faith In Ac�
 Ne� 
I want to thank all the previous 

ministry leaders of Faith in Action for 
their leadership. I am following now in 
the Big Shoes…figuratively speaking…of 
Suzanne Rousso. (I do wear clown shoes 
on occasion). It is now my turn to be 
team leader. NOTE: I also have other 
monthly clown commitments with 
writing deadlines. Be patient as I learn 
this new role. (Barbara Kaare Lopez) 

 
Reflections on Cristo Rey Border 
Immersion Program, April 9-15, 2022 

For me, it was over before it really 
began. 

Day 1: Saturday: I‘m late to Cristo Rey 
(CR). Most of the group are there, 
preparing a meal for Sunday at the 
Juarez shelter for 250 asylum seekers and 
“gift bags for kids, crayons, coloring 
books, stuffed animals, fun things”. After 
finishing the work, we prepare for Pastor 
Rose Mary’s briefing on the week and 
our dinner. 

Unexpectedly, three asylum seekers are 
at Cristo Rey. Two are leaving in the 
morning, but one, Jorge ( is waiting for 
his wife to join him. She is detain ed by 
ICE, but information is not forthcoming. 
My big surprise: Cuba was the country of 
origin for all 4, as it was for 30 of the 
released men and women at Cristo Rey 
earlier in the week! No one from Central 
or Latin America. 

Straight way I am caught: no Spanish 
language skills. Fortunately, there are 
Spanish speakers 
who interpreted the 
stories that flow 
from 3 of our 
newfound friends. 
It becomes 
immediately 
apparent, that 
while it is true you 
can serve and 
assist without speaking Spanish, despite 
the best intentions, interpretations are 

nouns and verbs with little adverbs and 
adjectives. Typically, when faced with 
these circumstances, I rely on emotion, 
eyes, smiles, body language to add the 
color and adverbs and adjectives. I’m 
feeling connected to our friends: Neidi 
shares that we share the same 
predicament: she does not understand 
me, and I don’t understand her! We get it 
immediately and laugh! (Frank and Neidi 
are in clothing from CR, note Thrivent t-
shirts have a long reach! They are happy, 
tired, and safe.) As the evening 
approaches, we learn their story of 
immigration, from Cuba, to Nicaragua, 
through Central America, to Mexico, to 
the border, and surrender to Border 
Patrol. I am immediately reminded of 
stories told in non fiction: The Devil’s 
Highway, Enrique’s Journey, The Distance 
Between Us Written stories become lived 
stories, out of the mouths of Frank, 
Neidi, and Jorge. 

Later Saturday evening, Pastora Rose 
Mary briefs us on the week ahead: we 
will not be going to Immigration Court 
due to current circumstances; BUT we 
will be visiting ICE detention center, 
going into Juarez (testing not required!), 
visiting St. Christopher’s Episcopal 
Church’s new shelter; worshipping at the 
bilingual service at CR; visiting the 
Hueco Tanks Colonia; traveling to Las 
Cruces to hear Susana Herrera of Border 
Network for Human Rights; visiting two 
other shelters (Annunciation House 
Network); hearing from the Border Patrol 
at the fence; hearing from an 
immigration lawyer of the Diocesan Mig 
rant and Refugee Service; and through it 
all we will be hearing from Pastora Rose 
Mary and Juan De Dios about their 
personal experiences. We are reminded 
that where we serve is holy ground. As 
we are briefed the days of the week 
ahead are full, the variety of experiences 
is wide, the immersion and learning has 
begun. 

Day 2: Sunday: We are up at 6 am; 
some angel has made coffee! Our work 
this morning is to help set up for church 
(and our 
breakfast) and 
then we are off 
to view a few 
murals of El 
Paso with 
Fernando 
Guzman. He drives the van and provides 
the commentary! The murals ar e 
exciting, wildly colorful, and unique. 
Located in a warehouse district they were 

promoted to 
reduce graffiti 
and offer a 
different 
outlook. We 
travel over a 
highway that 

crosses the fence, but not the border! We 
stop near (no pictures of people, patrol 
or activities) the border gate, we view 
the fence where in a couple of days we 
will hear from the Border Patrol. Jorge 
tells us this is what his crossing looked 
like: the canal, the fence. Discreet 
pictures are taken! Back to Cristo Rey in 
time for the service. This is Palm Sunday! 

After church we are to leave for 
Ciudad Juarez to meet and serve those at 
one of many shelters that house asylum 
seekers required to wait in Mexico while 
their requests for asylum are processed. 
We will be bringing the pas ta and Italian 
red sauce with loaves of bread for 250 
people and the packets for the children 
to enjoy. 

During worship, after the prayers of 
the church, the unthinkable happens. 
Pastora Rose Mary receives a message 
and leaves the altar, walks down the side 
aisle, and reaches the narthex. We hear a 
scream. The congregation waits, students 
from the World Leadership School 

(continued on next page ) 



wait...we wait. Pastor Juan returns, the 
news is tragic, horrific, and then 
profoundly sad: Pastora Rose Mary’s 
middle daughter has died. He ends the 
service, we are quiet, and we wait. Our 
leader, Gail Britt, has gone with Pastora. 

In an instant, we realize the expected 
experiences of the day and the week 
have changed for us. But for Pastora Rose 
Mary, life has profoundly changed. She is 
the heartbeat of the border immersion 
program for Cristo Rey, she is the 
lifeblood of the congregation, but most 
importantly she is a mom. Her grief is 
profound. We grieve for her and her 
family, her extended family, and the 
congregation 

As we grapple with the sobering 
events, the group comes to the same 
sorrowful conclusion. Pastora Rose Mary, 
Juan De Dios, the congregation, the 
community need time to digest, to heal, 
to regroup. Our time here can quickly be 
a burden to them. There is only to end 
the program and return home. And, in 
this time of grief for us too, our thoughts 
turn to the mundane: the food for the 
shelter, the packets for the kids, when to 
leave, and what personal arrangements 
are needed. 

Gail calls us together: Bishop Jim has 
been notified and is working on 
alternatives. Later, Kari Lenander, Border 
Servant Corps Las Cruces, arrives and 
offers to integrate her present immersion 
program with ours. We talk openly about 
our desire to reduce the awesome burden 
on the congregation. She is gracious and 
kind, but she, too is grieving. Mariella 
was her godchild. We compromise 
because Monday is set, there’s the food 
for 250 in the shelter in Cuidad Juarez, 
and the shelter at St. Christopher’s is 
expecting us to help feed their immigrant 
guests. We will do Monday. The day 
ends. We try to do some group 
processing, aptly lead by Gail, but it’s too 
new for me, too raw. It occurs to me that 
there are two losses here: Mariella 
Guzman, surely the most profound, and 
our border immersion program, so 

carefully laid out for us just last night. 
We retire to make the arrangements to 
return home Tuesday morning. 

Day 3: Monday: The day begins early, 
and another angel has made the coffee! 
We make plans to 
both cover the 
Ciudad Juarez 
shelter and prepare 
the food for St 
Christopher’s. Ann 
and I volunteer to 
do the latter, Gail 
elects to stay at CR 
to work with 
Bishop, and the remainder of the group 
prepares for Juarez, loading the vans 
with food and documents for the border. 
Jeremy agrees to be the second van 
driver: there are firsts for him: driving a 
van, driving in Mexico, and through the 
border gate! He is up to the task. 

We begin with “A Litany for the 
Journey” which includes as we set out 
today, we want to get out of ourselves…
We want to see and hear our neighbor.” 
“When we are weary, enable us to find 
and share both encouragement and the 
joy of the journey.” I could detail how 
Ann and I make split pea soup and salad 
for 40, but suffice it to say, it requires a 
lot of slicing and dicing, stirring, and 
waiting. It takes some time to buy the 
ingredients, and some to prepare, and 
then it’s done, and the morning is gone! 

The group returns, and we 
immediately prepare to go to St. 
Christopher’s to the shelter there. They 
are just now processing the twenty 
asylum seekers that arrived today! Upon 
arrival, we are divided into groups: some 
to process paperwork (Spanish required), 
some to help direct traffic, some to 
prepare lunch, some ( to help choose 
clothing (one pair of pants, one top, one 
set underwear, one pair of shoes). All are 
women, 17 are from Cuba, 3 from 
Turkey. As Dianne (with me in the 
clothing room) said, it’s amazing how 
many varied sizes fit into “Women’s 
Small.” It’s fun, it’s challenging, it’s all 

donated clothing, so sizing, especially in 
shoes, is taxing for them and us. The 
desire to help is unlimited, the resources 
finite. Spanish is definitely required! We 
finally process all 20 of them, but in the 
meantime: Ruben Garcia (Annunciation 
House Network) has worked his magic 
(I’m willing to attribute this to him) and 
Doranna, the wife of our friend, Jorge, is 
at this shelter. So is Jorge and the 
reunion is more than heartwarming. It 
over balances the tragedy of yesterday, it 
is the talk of the shelter and our group. 
We feel the warmth of love permeate the 
hard spaces. This is a special gift. 

We serve the split pea soup it’s a hit!) 
and salad, clean up, and prepare to 

leave. But first photos of us, of Jorge and 
Doranna, and friends. Gathering outside, 
standing in the group, it all reinforces the 
work of these shelters in providing a 
warm and meaningful welcome to the st 
rangers in our midst. Food, clothing, 
baths, only begin to ease the next part of 
their journey: on to their sponsors, 
family, home, and then, the struggle to 
make America home. 

Our last night in El Paso starts with 
dinner out. I’m thinking I had tuna tacos, 
and remember the dichotomy, tuna at a 
steak house! It was good to hear  
laughing aloud, real, honest, laughter 
around the table. But that was just the  
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beginning of the release of tension, the 
reordering of the day, the 
acknowledgement that the end was not 
going to be on Friday, but on Tuesday. 
We drop off the group members staying 
at the hotel, wishing them God speed on 
their journey. The rest return to Cristo 
Rey for cleanup and straightening up. 
The long day has ended. 

Pastora Rose Mary and Fernando visit 
us! I am overwhelmed by her generosity 
of spirit, in this time of sorrow and grief, 
she comes to us. There are things on her 
mind, we speak warmly, and she 
expresses a desire for us to return. And 
then, they are gone. We divvy up the 
duties for the morning and retire. 

Day 4: Tuesday: This morning, I am 
the coffee angel...sustenance for the 
journey. I am planning on a 12 hour 
drive home, barring problems with the 
wind. There will be plenty of time to 
reflect, pray, resolve future actions. One 
overwhelming take away: here there is 
love. 

I said when I began this reflection, 
that it was over before it began. What I 
should have said was this part of the 
journey was over before it began. 

It began in 2015 when I made a trip 
from Denver to Organ Pipe National 
Park, ending at the Spirit of the Desert in 
Carefree, AZ. From Las Cruces to Gila 
Bend, there were 10 Border Patrol 
inspection stations. It seemed excessive 
and redundant. 

In 2018 there was the Synod response 
to the record number of unaccompanied 
migrant minors crossing the border, 
AMMPARO, and I begin contemplating 
attending Immigration Court in Denver. 

In 2019 there was the Mini Immersion 
Border Program here. I responded to a 
call to house Pastora Rose Mary and her 
mini immersion team (six amazing 
storytellers!). I hosted José and Ceci 
Herrera, two actively involved CR 
members working on both sides of the 
border. They talked, I listened, for hours, 

answering my questions and offering 
more. And, then the weekend mini 
immersion and Sunday services were full 
of gut wrenching revelations and stories 
of asylum seekers and congregation 
members and their journey to Cristo Rey. 
That weekend opened my heart and 
mind, refueled my curiosity. 

Also, I attended Immigration Court in 
Denver regularly, moving from one court 
to another to witness the work of each 
court and judge, until the pandemic 
lockdown. I met members of AMMPARO. 
I read books, articles, blogs, listening to 
Ted Talks. I shared with friends. I am 
immersed in the topic. I began looking 
for a full fledge border immersion 
program and in 2022, post pandemic I 
find it. 

This part of the journey had been 
building for a long time, and it has been 
postponed. 

The other part, following legislation, 
executive actions, and interpretations of 
Border policy, actively continues... 
Immigration court, too. For example, this 
trip I learned that only certain asylum 
seekers are allowed to cross, it depends 
on the country of origin, and those keep 
changing. WOW, there’s a list! And let us 
not forget that on this topic both sides of 
the aisle at the Capitol agree: the 
underlying system is broken. The system 
is broken but the love is real in Cristo 
Rey, El Paso. 

“Gracious God, enable us not only to 
set out, but to get moving, to listen, to 
learn, and to make the world more just, 
more human, and more loving, Empower 
us to get moving and send us forth in 
your Spirit, O God.” 

*From “A Litany for the Journey,” Adapted from 
Dom Helder Camera’s The Desert is Fertile p 15. 

Suzanne Rousso 
Atonement Lutheran Church 

Lakewood, CO 

F.I.A. Picks: 
Books: 

Cadillac Desert: The 
American West and Its 
Disappearing Water, 
Marc Reisner, 1986, 
revised 1992. The story 
of the American West is 
the story of a relentless 
quest for a precious 
resource: water. It is a tale of rivers 
diverted and dammed, of political 
corruption and intrigue, of billion dollar 
battles over water rights, of ecologic and 
economic disaster. Based on more than a 
decade of research, Cadillac Desert is a 
dramatic, intriguing history of the 
creation of an Eden an Eden that may be 
only a mirage. (Suzanne Rousso) 

 
The Great Divide, Stephen Grace Jim 

Have. 2015. An overview of the immense 
reach of 
the five 
watersheds 
that 
originate in 
Colorado. 
Eighteen 
downstream states and Mexico rely on 
the rivers that rise within our borders. 
These essential rivers grow food, produce 
energy, supply cities, support recreation 
and nurture ecosystems. The fates of tens 
of millions of people, hundreds of 
billions of dollars, and incalculable 
natural wealth are all at stake. This book 
demonstrates how water both connects 
and divides the state of Colorado and a 
vast region beyond its borders, leading to 
episodes of conflict and compromise. 
Over 300 photographs, numerous quotes 
from water experts and leaders, this is an 
enjoyable, demanding read. (Suzanne 
Rousso) 

 
The Colorado, Christa Sadler, 2018. 

The Colorado River has cut through 
canyons, cultures, and centuries. Here 

(continued from previous page)
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are nine chapters in its fast 
flowing journey. The author 
leads us on a journey of 
discovery that along the way 
educates us about the geology, 
the hydrology, the history, and 
the forces that shape the river’s 
existence. From the headwaters 
in Rocky Mountain National 
Park to the Sea of Cortez, the 
impact is not just through 
space and time, but through 
hearts, minds, and cultures. 
Read (or just look at the 
pictures!) to ride the wild 
waters of the Colorado River. 
(Suzanne Rousso 

 
MOVIES: 

Chinatown: This 1974 
movie is inspired by real 
events. It is a dramatization of 
the water war that took over 
Los Angeles in the late 1930’s. 
The character of Hollis is based 
on William Mulholl and who 
was the superintendent and 
chief engineer of the Los 
Angeles Department of Water 
and Power. Private eye J.J. 
Gittes is portrayed by Jack 
Nicholson. (Barbara Kaare 
Lopez) 
 
EVENT 

New Beginnings 
Worshiping Community 
Chow Hall Gala will be August 
25. Venue to be determined. 
Currently there are no regular 
visits to the Women’s 
Correctional Facility. 

 
NOTE: There will Not be a 

monthly F.I.A. meeting in July. 
There will be the Field Trip. 

 
“Faith is taking the first step 
even when you don’t see the 

whole staircase.” 
Martin Luther King, Jr.

(continued from previous page)
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Don’t forget to tithe through the Summer!! 

Proverbs 11:25 Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and one who waters will himself be 
watered. 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

We know that you are going to be busy during the summer months.  Please don’t forget to contribute 
your tithe to the church while you are away on vacation.  ALL the following giving methods have the 
option to schedule recurring giving.  Just set it and forget it!! 

How can I donate to the church? 
You can send your monetary donations using the following methods: 

- Mail a check to the church 
- Use Venmo 
- Use Paypal 
- Use the new smartphone app “Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement” 
- Text-to-Give option 
- Use the Atonement Website < https://www.atonementdenver.org/gifting.html > 
- For all E-Giving options, please consider adding 2.5% to offset the processing fees. THANKS! 

 
Mail a check to the church 
Yes, we still take checks and cash ☺ 
 

Giving using ! 
Using your Venmo App, send payment to @AtonementLC 
 

Or Scan the following QR Code 
 

 
 
(optional) Provide a ‘What’s it for?’ note to your donation if you want to donate to a specific 
designation.  Otherwise, your donation will be directed to “General Operating”. 
 
 

Giving using ! 
Using your PayPal App, send to @AtonementLC 
 

Or Scan the following QR Code 

 (continued on next page ) 
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Don’t forget to tithe through the Summer!! 

(optional) Provide a ‘note’ to your donation if you want to donate to a specific designation.  Otherwise, 
your donation will be directed to “General Operating”. 
 

 Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement 
The new app is available for Android and iPhone.  Please download this new app to your smart device 
for uninterrupted access.   
  
Online Donation via our Website: 
The donation website can be reached using the following path: 
Go to the Website: https://www.atonementdenver.org/gifting.html, then, 

 
click or scan the following QR code 

 

 
 
Text-to-Give Option: 
Giving in the moment is easy with our text-to-give option.  

1. Text to phone # 720-513-1562 and enter the amount you wish to donate.  
2. Click the registration link and enter your payment information.  
3. Receive a verification text as well as an email receipt.  
For future giving, simply send a text to the same number with the amount you wish to give, and 

your donation will process automatically. 
 

**Note* Text-to-Give is directed to “General Operating”.   
 
If you need to modify you Text-to-Give profile, text the word   EDIT   to phone # 720-513-1562.  You 
will then be presented with a registration link. 
 
Submitted by: Mike Skaff – Treasurer@atonement-denver.org 
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Eileen Koppenhaver  
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Tracy Ford 
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Michael Skaff 
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Brennen Flood 
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Carol Farr 
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Dan Malyszko 
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Eric Muhle 
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Member at Large 
Julie Strasser 

MINISTRY TEAM 
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Adult Education 
Carol Farr 

Building & Grounds 
Mike Lewellen and Open 

Children & Youth Ministry 
Kari Bland 

Congregational Caring – 
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Evangelism 
Kathleen Stapleton 

Faith In Action  
Barbara Kaare-Lopez 

Outreach Ministry – reorganize 

Stewardship 
Randy Cunningham 

Worship & Music 
Shauna Skaff 

 

Giving Opportunities that don’t cost you a dime!!! 

Philippians 4:19  And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches 
in glory in Christ Jesus. 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

You can help Our church every time you shop anytime throughout the year!!! 
Here’s how!! 

- RaiseRight (formerly ShopwithScrip)  – Purchase Gift cards or eGiftCards 
- AmazonSmile 
- King Soopers Community Rewards 
- Target Circle Community Giving (in-process of enrollment) 

 

 
Fundraising through Gift Cards 
ShopwithScrip is now RaiseRight.  This is a program where you can purchase gift cards for over 780 
retailer brands, with rebates ranging from 2-16% given directly to Atonement Lutheran Church every 
time you shop, at no additional cost to you.  RaiseRight is the app that enables you to purchase 
these many e-gift cards directly from your smart-device…while you shop! 
 
Enroll and Start Earning!!  https://www.raiseright.com/enroll 
Enrollment Code: F84C731861822 
Tutorial: https://youtu.be/MKV_BXUWIm8 
 

 
AmazonSmile 
Who doesn’t shop Amazon?!?? 
The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the eligible purchases to our church.  To support 
Atonement Lutheran Church, go to: 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/84-0594012 
and select “Atonement Lutheran Church, ELCA Lakewood” as your charity! 
  


